Wilder Canal (Olcott's Falls)

STATUS

ACS

Abandoned

HAER
STATE/PROVINCE

COUNTIES:

DATES IN USE

CANAL

SLACKWATER

1810 - 1850 ?

Grafton

LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal):

At a dam at Olcott's Falls (now Wilder, VT) two
miles north of White River Jct. VT
TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS:

LIFT LOCKS

LENGTH

New Hampshire

ENLARGEMENTS

American Canal Society Canal Index

CANAL

TOTAL

No./SIZE

2-?

1
2
3
4

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

From the history of the Northeast Utilities System:
"The most northerly of the series of canals that were built was that at Olcott's Falls, now Wilder, Vt., two miles north of White River Junction. This
canal had two sections, with locks in each, and was cut at the New Hampshire end of the dam. Each of the other canals was cut on the Vermont side
of the river. This charter was granted by the Vermont legislature, October 21, 1795, but no work was done until incorporated by New Hampshire
under an act approved June 12, 1807. This latter act was entitled "An Act Granting to Mills Olcott the Privilege of Locking White River Falls." It gave
Mr. Olcott and his associates "the exclusive privilege of cutting canals and locking said falls and rendering Connecticut River navigable for boats and
lumber from the head of said falls at the upper bar so called to the foot of the falls at the lower bar of the same, commonly called `Phelps Bar,' "
provided the same be completed within six years from the passage of the act.
Mills Olcott was a prominent resident of Hanover, N. H., at that time about thirty years of age. He, in company with others, began the erection of the
dam and locks in 1810 and they expended about forty thousand dollars upon the enterprise. At first, the amount of business done afforded no
dividends, but later, when navigation of the river was at its height, it became a source of satisfactory revenue. After the building of the Passumpsic
division of the Boston & Maine railroad, the canal fell into disuse, and, a few years later, a freshet carried the dam away. From then, for two or three
decades, the location was deserted except as a picturesque resort for picnic parties, the dense woods on either side, and the beautiful falls of the
river making it an attractive although lonely spot. Around 1880, the rights were purchased by investors, a new dam was built, mills were erected, and
today, the village of Wilder containing about two thousand inhabitants nestles on the Vermont side of the river where fifty years ago there was not a
dwelling in sight."
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

While this is referred to as the the "Wilder Canal" (Wilder is in Vermont), there were actually two canals, both in New Hampshire.
The configuration of two canals at a single dam is unclear. It is important to know that the state line on the Connecticut River
between New Hampshire and Vermont is on the west shore of the river, not in the center. North Main Street (Rte. 10) runs close
along the New Hampshire side of the river and the end of the current dam appears to have parking. Any remains are unknown, but
would probably be downstream of the dam.
This is the northerly of the six canals along the Connecticut River and extended navigation to McIndoes Falls in Barnet.
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