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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The canal was built to connect the port of Providence, RI, northward to the interior. It's construction made Worcester, MA the second largest city in
Massachusetts and New England. The chief engineer was Benjamin Wright (also chief engineer of the Erie Canal). Assistants included in Mass.:
Joseph D. Allan, in RI: Holmes Hutchinson. (Hutchinson wrote the lock specifications. Locks on the Blackstone are smaller versions of the original
Erie Canal locks )(Erie opened 1825). All locks were granite except the tidewater lock which was wooden. The route followed the Moshassuck River
from the Cove in Providence, north until that river turned west. It then locked up through three locks into Scotts Pond and Cranberry Pond. From the
north end of Cranberry Pond, an artificial canal extended north to the west end of the Ashton Dam where it entered the Blackstone River for the first
time. North of that point were several dams and slackwater pools connected by short canals. The route crossed the river to pass through the factory
and square area of Woonsocket and then crossed the river for a second time to pass through the village of Waterville on the state line. Crossing
again, the canal locked up through three locks at Monument Square, Blackstone, MA. It then passed through a left hand curve of Factory Pond to
regain the river above the Blackstone Gorge. Continuing in slackwater, artificial towpath and cut canal are visible along the east bank. In slackwater,
the route passes the then future site of the Triad Bridges and then a towpath change bridge over the river to reach the Millville Lock on the west
bank. Millville is the best preserved lock on the canal (and on the original Erie) and is the lower end of a half mile canal section up to the Central St.
Dam in Millville. Above Central St., the route continued in slackwater until reaching Skull Rock Lock. Above this lock, artificial canal was used until
Leland Landing in Grafton. At Leland Landing, the canal entered a short section of slackwater with the towpath on the now north bank. It then locked
up through three locks to pass through the village of Wilkensenville. It then reentered slackwater at the "Singing Dam" and a short, lockless canal
section. Just past mile 37, the route left the river and limbed through the eight Millbury Locks. The canal continued as artificial until locking into the

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:
river in south Worcester. It then locked out of the Blackstone near its headwaters and followed Mill Creek past the final two locks to the terminus at
Thomas St.
The canal had 49 locks including the outlet to the Cove at Providence. There are statements that the canal had 62 locks. But that may have been
from early engineering reports and some were later combined. The Millville lock has a high lift and could have been early planned as two.

The canal closed in 1848 at the opening of the parallel Providence and Worcester Railroad. The P&W is said to be built on the canal's towpath.
But, while they cross at several locations, the only place the railroad ifollows on the towpath is between upper & lower Tafts Locks in south Uxbridge.
Going south, the canal diverts from the Blackstone at Ashton Dam in Lincoln, RI. Water then flows separate from the river before passing into
Cranberry Pond in south Lincoln. Any water flowing into Cranberry and Scotts Ponds then falls into the Moshassuck and does not continue down the

Blackstone to Central Falls and Pawtucket. This resulted in much legal acton at the time.

See tables attached.

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:

Blackstone Canal Conservancy, Blackstone River and Canal Heritage State Park (MA), Blackstone River State Park (RI),
Blackstone River National Heritage Corridor.

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:

Blackstone Canal map book, RI Historical Society, Hope St., Providence, RI

The Blackstone Canal by Col. Plummer

Map of the canal route in the book Blackstone Valley Line by Edward A. Lewis (1973)
American Antiquarian Society library, Worcester, MA

UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):
The entire canal is on the National Historical Register

Date:

Investigation made by: Originals by: Allen Gould, 12 Shady Crest Drive, Nashua, NH 03030 in June 30, 1974 Rvsd:
Address: Retyped & Edited by David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 7/30/18
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BLACKSTONE CANAL - LOCKS, DAMS & BRIDGES

North to South Jul. 26, 2018
D.G. Barber
Worcester
Qty. Lock UT™M River Dam Bridge
Locks| # |LOCKS Status ? Quadrangle | Coordinates [DAMS Intact ? |BRIDGES EXxists? Notes
1 48 |Kelley Square (Flagg Pond) N. Worcester Canal under Harding St. to north
1 47 |Brosnihan Square
1 46 |Above pool into canal S. Worcester 687 806
Guard Lock at dam S. Worcester
1 45 |Lincoln Lock (in wire works) S. Worcester
1 44  |Elijah Burbank Lock (south of wire S. Worcester
works)
1 43 |Moses Park Lock (just north of Rt  Gone S. Worcester 702 772
20, near town line)
N. Main St. No
3 40-42 [Canal St. Millbury between Main & Gone S. Worcester [722 748 to 702 747
Howe
Howe St. No
1 39 |Under hardware store Gone S. Worcester
Millbury Branch RR No
2 |37 & 38|2 locks at Riverlin Street Site Apparent S. Worcester 727 748 Riverlin St. No
Grafton St. No
1 36 |Grafton St. Millbury Site Overgrown Grafton 730 745
1 35 |A.L Goodell Lock (Millbury Outlet)  Pit Remains Grafton 737 740
Cross St. Yes
guard gates at Singing Dam Filled Singing Dam  yes Blackstone St. No
P&W RR Culvert
Depot Sts. No
1 34 |Follett St. lock Grafton 754 728
2 |32 & 33{Wilkensenville Flight Site Apparent Grafton 762 730 [Wilkensenville breached
P&W RR River
Leland landing no Pleasant St. Yes
1 31 |below Leland landing Site Apparent Grafton 769 733
1 30 |Fisherville Lock Powerhouse Grafton 777 727  |Fisherville gates open
Rt. 122A Yes
P&W RR No
P&W RR No
Farnumsville  yes
Depot St. Yes
1 29 |Farnumsville Lock (Below Depot St.) Site Apparent Grafton 785 718
P&W RR No
P&W RR No
1 28 |Holbrook Village Lock (Rockdale)  Site Apparent Grafton 804 703
Rockdale no




Qty. Lock UT™M River Dam Bridge
Locks| # |LOCKS Status ? Quadrangle | Coordinates [DAMS Intact ? |BRIDGES EXists? Notes
Rockdale No
Rt. 122 River
1 27 |Dunn's Lock (Riverdale Dam (just Covered Grafton 816 685 |Riverdale yes Riverdale No
north of street))
P&W RR No
P&W RR No
1 26 |Church St. - Plummers Landing Poor, but there Grafton 818-672 Church St. Yes
1 25 |Goat Hill Good Uxbridge 829-648
Rice City Pond yes Hartford Ave. Yes
Rice City Pond (just a guard gate) Replaced by dam
Cross St. No
Rt. 16 No
829-612 Mumford River Aqueduct
P&W RR No
1 24 [Bazaleel Taft Lock (near NAPA Site Apparent Blackstone 830-604
Parts)
1 23 [Lower Taft Lock (near Cocke & Some stone Blackstone 832-598
Kettle)
P&W RR No
P&W RR No
Rt. 122 No
Angle bridge site  Open
1 22 |S. Uxbridge outlet (Skull Rock) Some stone Blackstone 837-584
Millville guard gate Site Apparent Millville no Millville Low
Red Bridge site No
1 21 |Millville Excellent Blackstone 867-554
P&W RR River
3 level RR River
Rt 122 Yes
P &WRR Yes
Cent NE RR Yes
Cent NE RR Yes
P &WRR Yes
Rt. 122 Yes
1 20 [at Old Mendon Road Covered by P&W |Blackstone 895 545
2 | 18&19 |Monument Sq. Flight Sites Unsure Blackstone 896 545
Canal St. River
Blackstone inlet guard gate Replaced by dam Blackstone yes
St. Paul St. Yes
MASS/RI State Line
1 17 |Lower end of River St. site buried Blackstone 908 532
1 16 |Center Woonsocket uncovered '93 Georgiaville 915 524
1 15 |Center Woonsocket Georgiaville 917 526
1 14 |Center Woonsocket




Qty. Lock UT™M River Dam Bridge
Locks| # |LOCKS Status ? Quadrangle | Coordinates [DAMS Intact ? |BRIDGES EXists? Notes
1 13 |Center Woonsocket
1 12 |South Woonsocket Site Unsure Pawtucket 931 523
1 11 |Manville Pawtucket 956 492
1 10 |Manville Sites of 2 seen Pawtucket 957 487 [Manville yes Manville ?
1 9 |Albion (under mill) Site Unsure Pawtucket 965 470 |Albion yes Albion Yes
1-295 river
Ashton Guard Gates Replaced by dam Ashton yes Kelly Pond in river
Ashton High bridge Yes
Ashton low bridge  Yes
Quinnville Yes
Lonsdale gates a second, older, wood crib dam is
open upstream
Lonsdale millyard  Yes
Lonsdale (near Front St.) Site Unsure Pawtucket 003 419 Scott's Pond same elev. Kelly Pond
Front St Yes
1 8 [Between Walker St. & Scott's Pond Site Unsure Pawtucket 003 406 Walker St. No
2 6 & 7 |just south of Walker St. Site Unsure Pawtucket 002 405
Conduit St. Yes
? Yes
Near lockbridge Yes
1 5 |just below Lockbridge St. Site Unsure Pawtucket 003 384
Mineral Springs Ave Yes
Grotto St Yes
Right upper gate
1 4 |below Mineral Spring Ave. pocket remains Providence 002 382
1-95 & railroad Yes
Smithfield Ave Yes
Cemetery St Yes
1 3 |below Cemetery St. Site Unsure Providence 002 369
1 2 above Randall St. Site Unsure Providence 997 353
Randall St. Yes
1 1 |lock 1 (Providence) Providence 997 334
Providence Tide Lock Providence Wooden
Exchange Place Yes
Westminster St. Yes

The Cove - Providence, RI

48 total number of numbered lift locks
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