Codorus Navigation Company

STATUS

ACS

Abandoned

HAER
STATE/PROVINCE

COUNTIES:

DATES IN USE

1833 -1840

York

LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal):

City of York to Susquehanna River
TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS:

LIFT LOCKS

LENGTH

Pennsylvania

ENLARGEMENTS

American Canal Society Canal Index

CANAL

CANAL

3 mi.

SLACKWATER

8 mi.(mostly)

TOTAL

11 mi

No./SIZE

13 - 18' x 95'

1
2
3
4

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The Codorus Navigation Company, with headquarters at York, Pa., was formed May 5, 1829, with stock offered for public
subscription. C. A. Barnitz was president of the company and a vigorous promoter. So great was the local interest in the project
that much of the estimated $84,850 construction cost was subscribed in the first few months, $10,500 worth of stock being
purchased in a single day. The original plans called for eight miles of slack-water pools and three miles of canals to make the
Codorus Creek navigable from York to the Susquehanna River above Chestnut Ripples. Simeon Guilford, a canal engineer
already involved in design of the Conestoga Navigation and other canals, was retained as the company engineer. Ten dams and
thirteen locks, including 2 guard locks, were planned. The locks were constructed 95 feet in length by 18 feet wide, with an
average lift of about 7 feet. Presumably connection was to be made by means of the river, with the Main Line Canal basin via the
outlet lock at Columbia.
A newspaper item dated March 27. 1832 reads: “The Codorus Navigation will be finished in the course of a few months. The tow
path is already made to the head of the Codorus Forge Dam, within a mile and a half of the River and the whole work is
processing rapidly and surely.” On July 4, 1832, “The Farmer of York carried this item: “The managers of the Codorus Navigation
Company announce to the stockholders and the public generally, the completion of the first section of the works (a distance of
about three miles) and will open it this morning. The new passenger boat ‘Codorus’ (70 feet in length and carrying 150
PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

passengers) will start from Maine Street Bridge at 9:30 AM, 12 (noon) and 2 and 4 PM. Fare going and returning, 29 cents The
boat during this day will be under the direction of Captain Jacob Barnitz.” Another vessel specifically built for this canal at the same
time was the “Pioneer.” operated by Gottlieb Zeigle, James Schall and Daniel Ford, These two boats originally ran excursions
between York and Barnitz’s Springs. The Pioneer offered special cruises in addition to the regular run at 5 PM Tuesday, Thursday
and Saturday: “On all other days of the week the Pioneer may be chartered, and the individual or company chartering the boat will
have the privilege of appointing the hour of departure and return.”
Full operation on the Codorus Navigation system did not commence until 1833 and included arks and rafts which still found their
way down the Susquehanna River from the north. The first ark arrived in York in 1833 with 40,000 feet of lumber and 100
passengers aboard. The York papers of that year listed a few boats or arks arriving with logs, shingles, stone, coal, staves,
boards, etc. Subsequently little mention is made in the local press of the activities of this short-lived canal.
The original plans stated: “At the outlet (on the Susquehanna River) a canal will be required along the shore of the Susquehanna
to the still water above Chestnut Ripples.” This connection was apparently planned to make easy access for the down-river rafts
and arks, Into the Codorus Navigation system, and York. Today there is still visual evidence that this extension, north of the point
where the Codorus joins the Susquehanna, was partly constructed and then abandoned.
The York and Maryland Railroad was completed from York to Baltimore in 1838 and in 1840 the Wrightsville, York and Gettysburg
Railroad started operations. It appears obvious that the Codorus Navigation Company died quietly, as a direct result of too much
train smoke, about 1840, or shortly thereafter.
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