Cross Florida Canal

STATUS

ACS

Abandoned Unfinished

HAER
STATE/PROVINCE

COUNTIES:

DATES IN USE

Putnam, Marion, Levy

LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal):

Palatka (on the St. Johns River) to Inglis (on the
Gulf of Mexico
TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS:

Satsuma, Eureka Dam, Yankeetown, Dunnellon SE,
Shady; FL

LIFT LOCKS

LENGTH

Florida

ENLARGEMENTS

American Canal Society Canal Index

CANAL

1

CANAL

SLACKWATER

TOTAL

No./SIZE

1930s,

ship canal

abandoned unfinished

none

1964 - 1971

barge canal

abandoned unfinished

5 - 84' x 600'

2

3 completed

3
4

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

A canal across the upper part of the Florida peninsula has been a dream since the time of Spanish control of Florida. For decades, the proposal was
studied and campaigned for innumerable times. In the 1930s, the Roosevelt administration began construction of a sea level canal as a labor
employment project. But, Roosevelt gave the project lukewarm support and it was opposed by some administration officials and anti- administration
Republicans. It was also opposed by the farmers of south Florida that were concerned with salt water intrusion into their water supplies. Construction
was stopped due to these concerns and the need for defense spending. After work stopped on the sea level canal, a barge canal on the route was
authorized by Congress in the 1940's, but not funded. Congress finally appropriated construction funding in the Kennedy administration and work
began on three locks and the dams for two pools at the east end. The pool for the third lock, Inglis, at the west end already existed from an early
1900s power project. Both Inglis Lock on the west and Buchman Lock on the east were completed and placed in operation along with Kirkpatrick
Dam at the east end. Eureka Lock was also completed, but its dam was never closed. The other two locks, Dunnellon and Silver Spring at each end
of the summit, were never begun. The summit level was to be supplied by a pumping station at the Silver Spring Lock. The project was seriously
delayed by the funding demands of the Vietnam War. With construction underway, a local environmental movement backed by behind the scenes,
national, anti-pork barrel, conservative forces arose. This movement, coupled with the philosophy change from Democratic to Republican
administrations and war costs allowed President Nixon to stop work in 1971. Lands acquired for the project have now been used for the Marjorie
Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway. Disposition of Rodman Lake at the Kirkpatrick Dam remains a continuing fight between environmentalists who
want to restore the river and fishermen who enjoy the lake. Part of the remaining battle is between the intellectuals at the University of Florida at
nearby Gainesville and traditional outdoors folk who enjoy fishing and other water sports. Rodman Lake has also been proposed as a drinking water
supply for the rapidly growing Orlando and Jacksonville areas.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

The route from the Atlantic begins at the mouth of the St. Johns River at Jacksonville, FL. It follows this river upstream to just north of the natural
mouth of the Ocklawawa River, south of Palatka. From the St. Johns, the route follows a land cut west that includes Buckman Lock. At the west end
of the land cut, the route joins the Ocklawawa River which is dammed downstream by the Kirkpartick Dam, forming Rodman Lake. Once in the river,
the route goes upstream through the pool, gradually transitioning to dredged channel. After curving to the south, a second lock and dam are reached
at Eureka. Here, the lock and most of the dam were completed, but the final dam closure was never made. The original river channel remains
navigable for smaller boats through the gap in the dam and upstream to the mouth of the Silver River. Just upstream of this junction on the Silver, is a
boat launch. At this point, the Ocklawawa River curves south and has an improved channel through Moss Bluff Lock (see separate sheet) and on to
the Ocklawawa Lakes that are north of Orlando. Near the junction with the Silver River, the canal route would have locked up out of the Ocklawawa
River Valley at a third lock (Silver Spring Lock) and proceeded west via its summit cut. Next to this third lock, it was planned to build a pumping
station to supply the summit level with water from the Eureka Pool. The route of the summit is very visible on aerial photos as it is not built on. The
corridor is now a green way with trails. At the crossing of SR 301, there are unused bridge piers in the center strip of the highway from the 1930s
project. At the crossing of I-75, a landscaped bridge crosses the highway to provide a wildlife and scenic connector. Continuing west from I-75, the
route passes through excavations left from the original sea level canal and reaches the site for the unbuilt fourth lock (Dunnellon Lock) where it would
have locked down into the valley of the Withlacoochee River, The route then proceeds west through the pool of Rousseau Lake. This lake was
formed when the Withlacoochee River, was dammed in the early 1900s for power generation. The dam originally included a steamboat lock, but this
has been replaced by a spillway. Along the north shore of Rousseau Lake, the canal exits to a straight westward land cut to pass through Inglis Lock
and descends to sea level. West from Inglis Lock, a further straight land cut crosses the original channel of the Withlacoochee River and reaches the
Gulf of Mexico. (See separate structure sheets) (Locks are not closely accessible without prior arrangements.)
NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:

Florida Defenders of the Environment - anti canal
Florida Department of Environmental Protection - current holders of the Greenway
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:
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UNPUBLISHED RECORDS, PHOTOS, DRAWINGS (CEHR, HAER, HABS. Local or Regional Historical Societies, Libraries, etc.):

There are numerous studies and plans made for this project.

EXISTING OR RECOMMENDED LANDMARK STATUS (CEHR, National Register, ETC.):

This project remains too controversial for landmarks. It is a classic example of local vs national and development vs environmental
politics.
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Address:
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Original from THE AMERICAN CANAL GUIDE Part 2, pp. 9 (1975)

To follow the canal route from east to west, start at the BUCKMAN LOCK (84’x600’, 1968), about 12 mi. SW
of Palatka on SR 19 (watch for sign) with a visitors overlook and now closed visitors center. One .mi. S on SR 19 is
a bridge offering a fine view of the canal. Turn right just beyond for 2.3 mi. to Rodman Dam (Kirkpatrick Dam),
which forms the pond for this lock (Lake Ocklawaha or Rodman Lake) and is much used by fishermen.
Continue south on SR 19 then right on SR 316 toward Eureka, crossing over the Ocklawaha on a bridge with a
view of EUREKA LOCK (84’x600’) on the right (no public access). A navigable channel through the incomplete
dam at the lock permits small craft to navigate the Ocklawaha. From the west end of the SR 316 bridge, the original
road (NE 152nd St.) appears to lead off the north side and then back under the bridge in the planned navigation
channel above the lock and between the fenders at the bridge. Continue west on SR 316 then south on SR 315 to SR
40 (there is a riverside park to the east at the SR 40 crossing over the Ocklawaha). Go west on SR 40 then south on
US 301 in Ocala. Just south of Santos, the road splits around old bridge piers - “Roosevelt’s Monument” - from the
Ship Canal in the 1930’s and never used. Turn right (west) on SR 484 in Belleview. After going under I-75 this road
parallels at a distance the old excavations of the Ship Canal, which are clearly shown on the Dunnellon SE and
Shady 7-1/2’ topo maps, but are not easily found on the ground. SR 484 crosses the canal route 1 mi. after its rightangle turn to the north (5-1/2 mi. west of I-75) and SR 200 crosses it 0.8 mi. south of its junction with SR 484.
In Dunnellon, follow SR 40 west to INGLIS LOCK (84’x600’, 1970). Watch for sign on left, 3 mi. south of
Inglis. There is a visitors’ area but it may be closed or only open on weekends. Inglis Dam across the Withlacoochee
River, which forms the pond behind the lock, is about a mile to the south and hard to find. It had a lock for river
traffic in the 1910’ but it has been removed by later spillway construction.
Continue west on SR 40, then south (left) on US 19/98, crossing the river and then the canal, with a good view
from the bridge. The end of the canal is to the west via the road on its south bank, or via SR 40, to the Gulf of
Mexico.
I-75 is now crossed by a landscaped bridge in the Marjorie Harris Carr Cross Florida Greenway. The trail
crossing this bridge should pass through the ship canal excavations west of I-75.

Structure
Buchman Lock
Kirkpatrick Dam
Eureka Lock and Dam
Approx. Site of Silver Spring Lock
Approx. Site of Dunnellon Lock
Inglis Lock
Inglis Dam

UTM coordinates
17.429400.3268500, Satsuma 7-1/2’ quad
17.412600.3249800, Eureka Dam 7-1/2’ quad

17.361500.3211300, Yankeetown 7-1/2’ quad

GPS coordinates
29E32’46.15”N 81E43’39.63”W
29E30’29.78”N 81E48’19.41”W
29E22’36.95”N 81E54’01.57”W
29E09’42.58”N 82E02’10.46”W
29E03’00.94”N 82E25’46.20”W
29E01’27.42”N 82E36’59.95”W
29E00’32.79”N 82E36’59.97”W

