Grand River Navigation

STATUS
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HAER
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Brantford to Dunnville
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CANAL
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Brant & Haldimand
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Ontario
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American Canal Society Canal Index

CANAL
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60 mi.
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8 - 116' x 32'
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

When the First Welland Canal was built, it was found necessary to construct a feeder from the Grand River to the canal at
Junction, south of Welland. Originally, this feeder was to come from a dam on the Grand River near its mouth into Lake Erie. But,
the existence of a naval base at the Port Maitland site caused the dam to be moved upstream to Dunnville where a guard lock
allowed travel between the feeder and the pool upstream of the dam. Later, a lock was built at Port Maitland which with a short
canal section allowed vessels to travel between the river mouth and the feeder and then upstream to the pool at Dunnville.
Alternately, the Port Maitland Lock allowed vessels to follow the feeder to the Junction Lock at Welland and then on to the main
Welland Canal. Port Maitland has an earlier ice out in the spring than does Port Colborne.
Upstream of the pool of the Dunnville dam, William Hamilton Merritt, the founder of the Welland Canal, established the Grand
River Navigation Company which built 6 dams and 8 locks to extend navigation upstream to Brantford. The towpath between
Oneida & Dunnville was not completed until 1843.
The navigation is of further interest in that funds allocated to the Six Nations and some of their lands along the river were
diverted to the company and used without their consent. The Six Nations ended up owning 80% of the company.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

On the Grand River Navigation itself, locks and dams were:
Lock 1, Indiana (a ghost town 1 mile upriver from Cayuga. A mansion & farm survive as a park)
Lock 2, York (end of Mill St.)
Lock 3, Sims Lock (a small village)
Lock 4, Seneca (about one mile below Caledonia)
Lock 5, Oneida
Locks 6 - 8 at the lower end of the three mile long canal below Brantford
In 1843, Seneca and Oneida were merged to form Caledonia
Locks and dams were wooden.
The original Caledonia dam failed in 1928 and was replaced with a concrete dam between 1928 and 1930. This second dam
failed in 1979 and was replaced by the present concrete dam in 1980 a little downstream of the others. The 1980 dam was built by
the Grand River Conservation Authority, which still maintains it. When built, the 1980 dam included provision for a future boat lock.
Elsewhere on the river, remains of the towpath are visible on aerials along the left descending bank away from the natural
shoreline.
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