Milan Canal

STATUS

ACS

Abandoned

HAER
STATE/PROVINCE

COUNTIES:

DATES IN USE

1839 - 1868

Erie

LOCATION (Endpoints of Canal):

Village of Milan to Huron at Lake Erie
TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS:

LIFT LOCKS

LENGTH

Ohio

ENLARGEMENTS

American Canal Society Canal Index

CANAL

CANAL

3 mi.

SLACKWATER

2 mi.

TOTAL

5 mi.

No./SIZE

2 - 110' x 40'

1
2

dates of construction 1831 - 1839

3
4

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

The original intent was to provide a means of shipping grain from the interior of that region to the lake. A group of local
businessmen began building a towpath along the Huron River in 1831 arid reached Fries Landing (2 miles) in 1834. A canal was
begun at this point in 1833 to reach permanently dry ground near Milan. The canal was completed (with the State’s help) in 1839.
A strong shipbuilding trade grew up in Milan. More than 75 lake schooners were built there between 1841 and 1867. The flood of
1868 destroyed the feeder dam at Milan and the canal was abandoned.
Interestingly, in the winter that the canal was abandoned, the schooner Idaho (which had been built at Milan) was brought up
river to the lower lock, which it was prevented from entering by silt. When the canal was abandoned, the schooner was also and
gradually rotted away at that site.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

When construction of the canal began, the minimum depth was to be 4 feet. Before this canal was completed, it was decided to
increase the depth to 13 feet to allow Lake Schooners to enter Milan. Final minimum dimensions were 13 feet deep and 40 feet
wide at the water line. Two wooden locks overcame a difference in elevation of 7 feet. A feeder dam across the Huron River at
Milan fed the basin there and the entire canal. The basin, now dry, still exists. After closing, the canal and towpath were used for a
Wheeling & Lake Erie Railroad track. This route is now a rail trail, the Huron River Greenway, although subject to law suits by
neighbors.

NAMES & ADDRESSES OF GROUPS CONCERNED WITH CANAL'S PRESERVATION/RESTORATION:

MILAN HISTORICAL MUSEUM INC -.Milan Ohio ‘14846

BIBLIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY:

150 YEARS: MILAN VILLAGE AND TOWNSHIP — Wallace White, Milan 1961.
TOWPATHS —sesquicentennial Volume Issue #3 (1975) pp. 50 - 52 — Canal Society of Ohio.
Web site: http://milanarea.com/milancanal.htm
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Historical Marker for the Milan Canal

Map from Milan web site

Map of canal basin at southern end of canal

Google earth aerial of basin end of canal with labels

The canal ran from the parking area at Milan (lower left) to the Schooner Idaho historical
marker, (Lower Lock). Despite the section of private property, all of the historical markers along
the canal are accessible from nearby parking areas. Map is from the Erie Metro Parks web site

