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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Alexander von Humbolt's preferred canal route across Central America, based on information available by 1811 was a Nicaraguan Canal similar to
Telford's Caledonian Canal, with Lake Nicaragua as the summit water supply. Ever since that time (1811) the Nicaraguan route has been a serious
prospect, and was for many years advocated as the "American Canal" in contrast to the "French Canal" route across Panama. As envisioned in the
1870's, the canal was to consist of 70 miles of lock and dam navigation up the San Juan River from the Atlantic, then a a 40 mile canal with 10 locks
up to Lake Nicaragua, 56 miles of lake navigation, and then a 16 mile canal with 10 locks down to the Pacific. In 1890, by the time work had ceased
on the French Canal in Panama (1881-1889), an American company, the Maritime Canal Company (with the Nicaragua Canal Construction Co.)
actually began dredging at both ends of the route. However, the company was underfunded and collapsed with the stock market in 1893. McCullough
mentions on p. 263 that before the company went bankrupt, it built a magnificent scale model of its canal, complete with running water and tiny locks
that actually worked, and that this had been exhibited in Washington and a dozen other cities. This model would be worth tracking down.
The "American Route" was at first preferred by President Roosevelt when it became time for the US to begin its own national project. But, at length,
the Panama route won, in part because its proponents "proved" that the Nicaraguan canal would be plagued by volcanoes because Nicaraguan
tended to feature them. Each senator about to vote on the issue was sent a stamp (apparently the 1900 ic, Scott #121) showing Mt. Momotombo
erupting. It was not mentioned that the nearest volcano which had been at all active since the arrival of the Spanish, was at least 13 miles from the
canal line. Earthquakes will, however, be a factor to consider in the design of the Nicaraguan canal. The issue is not dead yet.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

In 2012, on a trip to China, Laureano Ortega Murillo, son of Nicaraguan President Daniel Ortega Saavendra, met Wang Jing, a Chinese billionaire.
Wang floated the idea of finally digging a Nicaraguan canal. NKND has announced that work will begin in late 2016. Some preliminary work has been
done at the Pacific end. The current plan is a canal 173 miles long from Brito on the Pacific to Punta Gorda on the Atlantic and traversing Lake
Nicaragua which is shallow and will require a dredged channel. Maps show a set of locks between the lake and the Pacific and a second set between
the lake and the Atlantic. How many steps in each set is unknown. Some maps show four sets. An artificial lake is planned near the Atlantic end.
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