American Canal Society Canal Structure Inventory

Structure Canal HAER/CEHR

Skull Rock Lock #22 Blackstone Canal Condition Eair

State/ Province  \1assachusetts County  \worcester Designer: Holmes Hutchenson

City/Town Uxbridge Contractor: Presume J.D. Allen

Street West of Rte. 122 at the river crossing Source of Material: ) cq

Associated Waterway B|gckstone River DATES OF CONSTRUCTION
[Topographic Map Blackstone Start: Before 1827 Rebuilding: None
UTM Coordinates 834 586 Completion: Abandoned: 1848

Before 1828

History & Use in Service (use since Abandonment):
This lock is the lower end of a long canal section running north to Leland Landing in Grafton. South of this lock the canal was in
slackwater for over two miles to the dam at Central St. in Millville. As a result, the towpath was on the west bank of the river below this
point and continues on the west side of the canal above the lock for a short distance to a change bridge that shifted the towpath to the
east side. The east abutment of the change bridge is intact, but the west has collapsed into the canal. This is the only surviving change
bridge site on the canal.

Because the dam at Millville is gone, the river is quite shallow between the dam and this lock and the lower courses of stone and their
details of the lock are visible. The upper courses are gone, but some cap stones and the lower courses including the wing walls remain.
Down trees in the chamber obscure details. No further use occurred after abandonment.

Description (Visible Remains at Site):

Other works or events associated with site:

Present Property Owners: Location of Deed Description:
See assessors drawings, town of Uxbridge (on line) Worcester County Registry of Deeds (on line)

Bibliography, Published, unpublished, maps, photographs
Blackstone Canal map book, RI Historical Society, Hope St., Providence, RI
The Blackstone Canal by Col. Plummer
Map of the canal route in the book Blackstone Valley Line by Edward A. Lewis (1973)
American Antiquarian Society library, Worcester, MA

IAgencies, Interested National Register, Other Recognition:

Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor The entire canal is on the National Historical Register
Investigation made by: Alden W. Gould, 12 Shady Crest Drive, Nashua, NH 03060 3/24/71 & 10/7/74 °"* Retyped:
Address: Retyped & Edited by: David G. Barber, 16 Ballou Road, Hopedale, MA 01747 7/29/18

A sketch map or illustration of the site should be included
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