American Canal Society Canal Structure Inventory

Structure

Canal

Wabash & Erie / Central /
Southern

Patoka Summit Deep Cut
State/ Province
City/Town

Indiana

County

Pike

south of Willisville

Street

HAER/CEHR
Condition

Intact

Designer:
Contractor:
Source of Material:

Associated Waterway

Lamb, Hannan & Co., Tim Donovan, Hefferan &
Meehan, James Ferriter, Kinney & Stewart

DATES OF CONSTRUCTION

Topographic Map

Petersburg

Start:

UTM Coordinates

GPS North: 38E26'40.54"N 87E17'45.06"W
South: 38E25'26.44"N 87E18'07.41"W

Completion:

1838 / 1849

1852

Rebuilding:
Abandoned:

1860

History & Use in Service (use since Abandonment):

Work on the Patoka Deep Cut began in 1838 as part of the Southern Division of the Central Canal. Because of the magnitude of the work
(i.e. several hundred thousand cubic yards of excavation), this detached work was let before any adjacent sections. After 1839, work on
this section was abandoned along with that of most of southern Indiana. In November 1848, the heavy rock section at the southern end
of the cut was let so that would be completed by the time adjoining sections were let. Work on this section included excavation through
rock to a depth in excess of 30 feet. In October 1850, three sections (#200 - 02) embracing the northern end of the cut were sublet by
contractors Forrer, Hosmer, & Sturgis. These sections included some 84,000 cubic yards of excavation to a maximum depth of 23-1/2
feet. During work on this area in 1850 and 1851, cholera epidemics were prevalent, resulting in the death of many canal workers. During
the course of construction, rock removed from the excavation was used to build dry stone retaining walls along portions of the cut. This
along with ditches at the top of the cut was intended to prevent the washing of earth into the canal. The towpath was left on top of the cut
so that in places the horses would be some 25 feet above the boats they were pulling. Between 1853 and 1860, the Patoka Deep Cut
was a source of problems resulting from earth washing into the canal. In 1858, a proposal was made to build a 3 foot crib on the east
side of the cut to serve as a towpath and to catch the washing dirt. As far as I can tell, this work was never done before abandonment of
the canal.
Description (Visible Remains at Site):

The main portion of the cut is about 1-3/4 miles long, most of which holds water forming a narrow lake. It is a popular fishing site for local
residents. Being located in the midst of a mining area, the deep cut and its adjoining mounds of earth are often mistaken as an old strip
mine. From the southern end of the cut, it is possible to hike about a quarter mile into the deepest section of the cut to view the
magnitude of the excavation work involved in its construction.

Other works or events associated with site:

Present Property Owners:

Multiple Owners

Location of Deed Description:

Pike County Recorders Office
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