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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE:

Cape Breton Island is separated from the Nova Scotia mainland by Canso Strait. As the local economy grew, the
rail and automobile ferry connection between mainland and island became an increasing problem. A high level
bridge was authorized in 1902, but never built. In 1949, a low level bridge was recommended, but this plan was
changed due to fear of the effects of ice on the bridge piers. Instead, an "S" shaped rock causeway was built
carrying a two lane highway and a single railroad track. The fill is 80 feet wide at the top and 860 feet wide at the
ocean floor.
An unexpected benefit of the causeway is that it blocks the flow of ice southward from the Gulf of St. Lawrence
creating an ice free bay south of the causeway.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION:

The canal is at the Cape Breton Island end of the causeway and has one 820 foot long by 80 foot wide lock with
sector gates at each end. Each end of the lock is also equipped with ship arrestors. Vessel drafts are 28 feet,
although water is 32 feet deep over sills.
The south end of the canal is spanned by an 308' long swing bridge carrying two lanes of highway and the
railroad track.
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