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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Due to special ineorme received from oo
mighteen Life Members; excellent sales of
our new book UBest From Americon Canals®™;
a bequast fram Ted Sherman's estate; and a
cansiderable cost sevings o3 o result ol
changing printars — aur ACS Treasury loften
in sad shape this timeo of vear) is in very
healthy condition. Charlie Derr reports that,
a3 of Dcrober 23, 1981, lprior to sending out
1982 dues notwces) our balance in savings
and checking stood et $4792,78, Since we
are g non-peofil organization we plan tao
share our good financial sitwation with all of
our ACE members i the foom of "nn dues
increase for 1982" and an expendad format
in our guarterly newskeller, as deszzr b h'lp
Editor Tom Hahn, With the continued
loyalty and eooperation of our G47 mambears
throughout the World, the 1982 New Year
should be our “'best ever.” May | also ax-
tend my personal best wighes to all of you
for a "Happy Holiday' Season.

Bill Shank

OUR CANADIAN DIRECTOR
HONORED BY AASLH
: e Al ﬁ».—

Wa are praud indesd to announce that the
Canedian Director of the American Canal So-
ciaty — Louis J. Cahill, of 5t. Catharines,

Ontario - has been selected from the Annual
campatition of the American Association for
State and Loval History {Mashville, Tennesseal
for its special "Award of Merit.” The award
wag gramted o Lou “for his personal dedication
to the promotion of the local, netional and
mlernatwngl significance of the historic and
modern Welland Canals,” Congratuletions Loul!
{Hizs complete hiography will be published in
& future fssue.]
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INDIANA FIELD TRIP — A BIG SUCCESS!
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The “Ban Franklin,” constructed just a yvear ago, enters the Millville Lock below Mata-
maora, whers the boat and its passengers were dropped part-way to the next lower laval
to illustrate the sluice-gate operation.

CANAL SOCIETY
OF INDIANA

Uneler the guidance of its anthusiastic promo-
ters — Tom and Julia Moek ol Ft. Wayne, Indiana

the Canal Society of Indiana is "unofficially™
underway, 1t hes published its first, cight-page
newsleller entitled INDHANA WATERWAYS
{Dcrober 1987); has assisted a5 o co-sponsor
{with the Canal Saciety of Ohio and the Amer-
fican Canal Society) in the most successful meat-
ing and field trip alang the Whitewster Cenal
October 18:-18; and has establishad its head-
guarters {with the full cocoperation ol that
organizetion| at the Allen County-Fart Wayne
Histarical Saciaty, Fort Wayne, Indiana. |is
official organizational meeting is planned for
May 22, 1882,

Volurme 1, Mumbar 1 of INDIANA WATER-
WAYS |5 gn illustreted 512" x 8-1/2" book-
et which will be published bi-moanthly by the
Editorial Statt of Thomas Meek, Julia Meek and
Mate Tagmeyer, [ts chjectives are 1o provide e
common nformational - medivm for those
persons interasted in the history of canals In
Indiang, and also to assist in the formation of
an active state-wide canal sociaty. Subscription
price of 5 per annum; $1,28 per single issue,
Interestad parties may send checks, payable to
IMDIAMNA WATERWAYS, caro of Allen County
Fort Wayne Historical Society, 302 East Berry
Street, Fort Wayne, Indiane 458302,

by Mancy S iee Phililips, Connarsvitle, (nd.

Members of the Amencan Canal Society, Ca-
nal Saciety of Ohio, and the fledgling Conal
Society of Indigna come lo Connersdille, Indiana,
Oct, 16-17, 1381 for a weekend tour of the
Whitewster Canel. The Huoliday |nn (Conners-
willel was the headquartars for tours of the city
and the Canal House, end & 24-mile train ride 1o
Metomuore stoppang along the way to view lecks
and the Laurs| feeder dam. Fourtesn miles of
restored canal waterbed and lecks, presarved by
tha state in 1946, have given rebirth to the canal
towvn of Motamora, The former storefrants that
once servad the canal trade of a century ago now
howge gitt shops, eralt shops, anligue stores and
restaurants. An operating grist mill, with a
breast waterwheel, deeiving power from the ca-
nal flow, as well as a ride on the canal ina
replica Amish built poacket boat, enhanced tha
visit in Metamora.

Johine Droege, organizes for the tour, gava a
chrenological review of the canel on Friday
eweninn. & wvisaal oid map, desen by Bamey
Galding, denoting the locks by number, helped
to enlighten tho touring canalors, Don Dunaweay,
Historical Society of Brookville, gave a slide
presentation af what the membors would be
viewing fram the train windows, Fr. Dale Paterke
showed shides of the Cincinnati and Whitewater
twenty-five mile branch from Harrison, Ohle 10
Cincinnati.

(Cant'd on Page 4]
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“DEDICATED TO HISTORIC CANAL
RESEARCH, PRESERVATION
AND PARKS"

AMERICAN CANALS is issued guarter-
I¥ by the American Canal Society, Incor-
porated, Objectives of the Sociaty are to
encourage the preservation, restoration,
interpretation and use of the historie
navigational canals of the Americas;
to save threatened canals; and fo provide
an exchange of canal information.

Annual subeeription to “AMEHICAN
CANALS" is gulomatic with & minimum
AUE dues ;I;Ja.ymant of %8.00. Individual
copies may be purchased at $2.00,

WILLIAM H. SHANK, P.E. — President;
Publisher of “American Canals™ — B0O9
Rathton Road, York, PA 17403

Capt. THOMAS F, HAHN, Ed. D, — Editor
of " American Canals™; President Emeritus
— Box 314, Sllcplmrt}ah;rwn, WV 26443

Dr. WILLIAM E. TROUT III — Vice
Precident; Editor and Puhblisher of " Ameri-
can Capal OGuides”; Chairman, Canal
Parks Committes 1232 Cinco Robles
Dirive, Duarte, CA 91010

CHARLES W. DERH — Secretary and
Treasurer — 117 Muin Street, Free-
manshurg, PA 18017

LOUIS J, CAHILL — Director for Canada
— P. 0, Box 745, 215 Ontario Street, St.
Catharines, Ontario L2ZR 6Y3, Canada

Dr. ROGER W, SQUIRES — Director for
the United Kingdom — Bailiff's Cottape,
4 Manur Way, Beckenham, Kent BR3
ALl England

TERRY K. WOODS — Direclor; Chair-

man, Canal Index Committes G938
Fastham Circle, Canton, OH 44708

WILLIAM J. McKELVEY, Jr. — Director;
Chairman, Canal Boat Committee — 103
E';J gﬂoud Lane, Berkeley Heights, NJ

CANADIAN CANALS SOCIETY
FORMED

St. Catherines [Oct 31, 19381) The first
steps i the formation of a Canadian Canals
Society were taken here today, in the city built
pround the Welland Canals.

The organization was carred oul through the
Walland Canals Foundation Inc., the successor
to the Welland Canal 160th Anoiversary com
mittaa, under the chairmanship of Malcolm
Campbell, also wvice-president, 5t Lawrence
Seaway Authority,

Some twenty-five people representing canal
groups Trom throughout Ontano and New York
state gathered st the St. Catherines Historical
Museurm for a day of dscussion, films and a
tour of the four Weilland Canals, The Founda-
tan has previously contacted about 76 marine
historians and canal representatives who voiced
support for a Canadian Society,

ACS President Bill Shank was wnable to
gttend, but delegated J, Hayward Madden and
Richarcd M, Cavagnara {both of Mew York Stata)
o represent the siate-gide ALUE memibership.

Also on hand for the occasion was Wiltiam
Hamilton Merritt, better known as the "Falher
of Canadian Transportation.” Mr, Merritt, in
the personage of actor/playsright [ravid Mac
Kenzie praised the group gathered, wishing
them well in their discussions and future en
deavours and stating that the group was raminis
scent of the one he celled toaether in 1818 to
diseuss the possibility of building what was to
become the first Welland Canal.

A Steering Cammittes was farmed to devalap
& draft charter and 1o lay-down basic operational
prncipals, Dr, Weslay Turner, histary profassor,
Brock University will be ecting chairmaen with
other committes membears baing John Ssymaour,
Buffalo, N.¥.; J. Hayward Medden, Livonis,
MN.Y.; Maleolm Camphell, 5t, Catharines; Mi-
chelle Greenwald, Toronto; and Peter Styrmo,
Toronto., This group will likely be augmented
ac arganization plans proceed,

The sub-committee will research and pre-
pare by-laws and background information
the naxt faw months. The first annual meeting
will be called in garly spring, 1982

ACE members interested in joining the now
Canadian Canals Society are urged to contact
Louis J. Cahill, P.O. Box 745 216 Onlanin
Strest, 5t. Catharines, Ontaric L2R &Y3,

A TRIP TO THE PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF CHINA

by Robert 5. Mayo

This Summer | went ta Chine with the Amer-
ican Underground Association as one of the
People-to-People Programs, There were 31
people (including saven women) in aur party
and | must say that the Chipgse Auothorities
treated us royally. We visited all the big cities
and ol the other tourist attractions such as the
Great Wall and the many temples and shrines.
Sinee our group was connected with under-
graund construction we visited tunnels, sub-
wiays, underground housing and they showad us
dozens of Fall-0ut Shelters to protect their
papulation in case of an Atomic War,

We did visit the Grond Canal at Soochow bt
only for a half hour. | was fascinated by the
dozens of sampans | saw in owr wvisit, sculled
slong by hand or an occasional tug boat which
hard o ame-lung diesel engine, poge-poppopging
aleng and towing six or aight other sampans.
Tied alomg the shore were other ancient sam-
pans inhabited by the river people; Hera thay
were born and here they died,
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The “Grand Canal,” Soocchow, China — as
photographed by Boh Mayo 8/30/81.

EDITOR'S CORNER

Whan Bill Traut, Bill Shank and | founded the
American Canal Society in 1972, we included
Canada within cur arganization because of the
ghsence of any cenal group in thal country,
Owar the years wa have worked closely with
varipus: otficials, privete parties, and civic
arganizations in Canada to publicize the im-
portance ol the rich heritage of the Canadan
canals and the utility of thair prasent-day use.
For exemple, several years ago  fwhile sl
Presidant aof the Amarican Canal Soclety) at
the invitetion of ACS Director Lowis Cahill,
Mrs. Hahn and | traveiad to 5t. Catharines,
Ontaric to emphasize the historical and eco-
nomic importanca of the Welland Canels.
In 19749, ACS President Bill Shapk and Mg,
Shank repsated that visit to sat up a field trip
for members of ACS alona the Welland Canals,
It was therefore appropriate that mambers of
the Americen Cenal Soclety should perticipate
in the formation meeting of the Canadian Canal
Eocjety just a faw weeks ago. |t wes particularly
fitting that the formation of the Sociaty began
on the very eve of the 150th enniversery ot the
Rideau Canal

Some contributors to American Canals may
b wondering why tha material you hove sub-
mitted tor publication has not been used, Be-
causa of a general lack of funds for the past
seversl years it hes been necessary to restrict
the length of owr publication to eight pages
each guarter, With that small number ot pages
11 s been difficull to cover mamber arganizas
tion's activities, canal cruises, canel preservation
itamns, canal industrial archasology, feature
erticles, cenal histories, eic. Mow that we are
operating m the black we will incraase the num-
ber of peges of American Canals to twelve Tor
as long as possibla, 50 be suré 10 rénéw your
subseription, tell youwr canal friends about the
American Canal Sociaty, and sit back 10 enjoy
an e panoecl canal bulletn wazh CLuAriar.

My wwite Blathaolic and | orecently returned
from a great trip on the canals of Southern
France in the corverted Dutch barge PISGAH,
along with several other canal enthusiosts
Char comal trovel took ws along the Canal du
Midi {which iz now celebrating its 300th anni-
versary since opening in 1681, When opened,
thiz canal was the grestest civil engineering
work since the days of the Roman Empira.
Orher waterways we traveled were the Canal
du Rhone a Sete, the Little Rhone River, and
the Grand Rhone River. If gpece permits, we
shall share part of ths experience with you in
the February issue of American Canals.

Tom Hahn

Une of the members of our group left us early
and ha wrote ma |ater that he hed taken 8 3-day
trip down the Yamlze Rwer and the boat passad
through three tremendous gorges. He said it was
magniticent,

At the recent Pennsylvanie Caonal Bocicty
meeting in Lebanon, | asked some of those
presant if they would be interested inhaving
any of the variows canal societies sponsor a
canal trip eo China thie coming summer, There
wag real imterest but we will require a total of
34 (one bus loadl. | hope amangst ell the
"Canalers” we can promote such a irip,

(Publishers Note: | asked Bob for a few more
details: He was gone for 26 days, flaw to Peking
on Northwestern Airiines. via Seattle and Tokyo,
appracimirte cosl of the whole trip — S3700.
Anyane inrerested In foining a similar trip whose
frrime plyechive wowld be a tour of the Chinese
Canals, cortect Sob Mayo, PO, Hox T413,
Lancastar, Pa. 17604)
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SAM BLODGETT'S CANAL

by A, A, Southwaorth

Fram tima to tima those of us who are "into"
canals — the real canal buffs — sutfer a certain
amoun! of good natured ribhing about tha sub-
ject, And it is true, of course, thet cenals are
not behind every  feature of Amencan Life,
Mevertheless, it i& amazing how frequently they
turn up as having made some sigmilicont and
lang lasting contribution ta our histary.,

Sam Blodgett’s Canal in Manchesrer, MNew
Hampshire around the Amoskeag Falls of the
Merrimank River is o cose in poinl, Here was o
fittle ditch conceived and axecuted by one Sam-
un| Blodgett at the end ot the THth century
which had & lasting influence an the entira
area, It showed the way for the utilizetion of
wiatar power later used by the giant Amoskeag
Manufacturing Company, at ong time the largest
textile mill n the world employing 17,000
people. And it wes Instrumental in naming the
city of Manchester, N, H., current populatinn
91,000,

Thees times were the baginning of the "canal
movement'” o America, and Blodgett necded
an easy way 1o get his lumber down the river.
He . had teen lving near Dhe Smoskeay Fabls
and he conceived the idea of a cenal around
tham, Wark began on the Blocdgett Canal May
2, 1794 - four months before work was 1o start
an the Middiessx, The Manchesier Canal was
10 heve been completed in five years and 10
have cost $8,000.00, As wilh =0 many other
canal projects, the time and the cost wers
vastly underestimated, The wark took 14 years
and the canal opened May 1, TEDY, It cost in
the neighborhacd of $100,000.00, a fantastic
amuount in those days tor 8 one mile project,
probably the equal of about two mallion daol-
lars today,

At first he put up his awn money and started
the: canal. After some ol his first projects wore
washed away he called upon Loami Baldwin
[then engeaed on the Middleses Canall o
come up and offer adwice. Judgs Bladgett
ceentually ran throwugh ail of his own money on
tha project. He next enlisted the halp of the
State Legizlature end sventuelly the cenal was
opaned and Judge Bladgett roce theough ivom
triumph,

Old drawing lcirca 1912) showing the north end of the Amoskeag complex and its

canals. (Courtesy Alden Gould.)

I 1804 Blodgett was said to have made the
prophetic  statemant, A5  the country in-
creases o population we must hava manufac-
turing, and hare, at my canal, will be a manu-
Lagturiog tesnn that vl e the Manchester of
America,” And in 1810, three years after his
death, 1R o Then known as Derryfield did
inclesd petition the State Leglsleture to chenge
s name to Manchesiar.

At the Amoskoean Falls che veer diops B4 107
in 1/4 of a mile. Judge Blodgett's canel was
abwowt BO0s of o mole long and had pechaps
six locks. We cannot determing the exact num-
ey o locks noe ther sywe, il F|‘|F!'I,' AGCOHT-
modated canal boats 75 lana by 2 in beam
drawing 2" of water, From his wa would assume
the locks were probably 90° leng ® 107 wide,
ancl the depth ol the canal might have been
some 3 feet, Interestingly enough the boaets

Remains of the Hon. Samuel Blodgett's Canal on the east side of the Merrimack River,
around the Amoskeay Falls, in Manchester, New Hampshire. (Photo by R.A. Southworth)
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wara not towed throwah, but perhaps becowse
the canal wos so shorl they wera paled through,

Blodgett's canal was & source ol water o
and olls grew up upan it. However, it was not
until 1830 thet @ group ol Boston businessmsn
purchased The water powar for the antire Mer-
rimack River in the area and assermbled o 16,000
peee plob of land, This, in turn, became the
Amoskess Manufacturing Company with B4
mills extending for a mile on the sast side of
the river and & half mile on the west. This mill
turned out hatl a million yards of cloth a weak
and was in existence for 100 years. And the
idea for it, and the first motive power Tor it,
was Blodgett’s Canal, The ramains of the south-
arn and of the canal may still begeen from the
Gronite Street Bodge i Manchestar,

BOOK REVIEW

“Junipar Waterway: A History of the Albe-
merle & Chesapeake Canal’ This illustrated
history of the Albamarle and Chesapeake
Carnal traces the wverying fortunes of one of
Amenca's most heavily usad, commercially
important, and scenically beautiful man-mare
watersways, Completed in 1858 this seventy-
fivernile ribban of water joining the headwaters
of Virginia's Elizabeth Hiver and Marth Caro-
lina's Morth River and is now part of the
Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway — America’s
thousand mile ‘Grand Canal.” Mr. Brown be-
ging with the initial plans for bulbding the canal
in the sighteenth and early nineteenth century.
He describes the construction and engineering
abstacles encauntared in bullding the canal
through the tidewster wilderness, There s a
chaptar an the rols played by the canal during
the years of the Civil War and Heconstruction
and chronicled ara the years of steamboat trav-
2| alomg the canmal, it3 eventual decline as a
majar channel of transportation. The last chap-
Ter serves 8s 8 guide for the traveler today whao
is interested in discovaring the beauty and his-
tory of the watersay. [By Alexonder ©, Brown,
The University Prass of Virginia, Charlottesville,
Virginia, 1987, $22.50. 255 pages. Hardoover,
ISEN: 0-817376-35-B}

(Clipped by Bob Mayo from the Navembar
1887 fssue of “Civil Engineering )
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INDIANA FIELD TRIP DRAWS CROWD FROM SIX STATES

First "Lock Stop™ on the railroad section of the tour, south of Connersville. Gale
Hartel, President of the Canal Society of Ohio, posas for the cameraman, foreground.

{Contd fram Pag: 1)

The naarly mne hondred tour particlpante had
uptional gide jaunts ta visit the site of ope ol
the eight hydroelectric plants that until 1955
upplied slactricity for the city in e carly ARM
haurs of e doy. During the Whitewater Valley
Hailroad trip, train histonan Lowell Sasser re
galed the riders with oral history and color of
the: canal davs, The train trip included siops at
saveral locks, and o tour of the town of Laurel,
# stop et the Laurel feeder dam before aremwal
In Matamora.

The “Hen Franklin,< & replica of the first
packet boat to reach Brookville fiom Lowrenece-
burg wm 183%, took the canalers for a rida to
Lock 24, whare the gatas were elosed and |ocked
dowi, but not through, 10 give 8 demonstration
of how the lock worked, Enroute, the boot passed
through the restored Duck Creek Agqueduct,
A tandem hiteh of two harses wag the power
for the packet,

Leowing Motamora via busses, the tour viewerl
Twin Lacks, number 23 snd 22, Mr. Dunawsy
et the tour at Lock 18 and tole of o neorby
mill that helped te Tarm the industrial base far
Brookville,

One of the Whitawatar Vallay Railroad
trains which runs along tha old canal tow-
path between Connersville and Matamaora,
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Betwrning 10 Connersville, Henry Riomime
concucied the walking of the canal sites, Tour
ing the Canal House, a Greak revival struc
ture buill m 1842 tor the housing of the canal
haadquarters, Robern Gray, restorer ol the
Canal House intc a heme, and lHarry Soath
canducted.

Saturday eveaning, Mr. Blommels slide pre
senlation, "Cord and Hig Car'' (parte far which
weare built in Connaravilla), visually poriroyed
e cdustrial park concept by John MeFarland,
Sr. of buggy manufacturing, and later automo
Liver mamulacturing,

The Whitewater Canal was part of the State
lntarmal lmprovements Act ol 1838 that pro-
vided tar the Whitewater Canal, the Wabash andl
Erie, and other internal canals along with rail-
roads and macadamized roads inoan allempl o
open the fertile pleins of Indigna 1o external
eccest, The cost of the Whitewatar Canal, the
lenyth ol seventy-six miles, with seven feeder
dams, and fifty-six  locks was ostemated  at
$14.808 per mile tor 8 tetal of $1.4 millian,
When the state could nal pay the interest oo its
bands the canal was seld te a Cincinnati basad
syndicate in 1842, The canal wes finished 10
the Mational Reoad, thus tinking central |ndiana
with the port of Lowrenceburg on the Ohia
River, There iz a fall of 481 feet from the headl
waters of bath the East Fork and the West Fork
af the Whitewater River, from Randolph Counly
ter the Ohio Hiver. Dovastating floods in 1847,
and 1850, proved taa much far the canal banks,
and especially where the cenal wag lower than
the river, destroved great portions.

Far 110 wears, the flow of (he Whitewater
Canal  through  Connersville provided watar-
powear for local industry, From 1910-1925,
Connersville  became the largest automohils
manufacturing communily in the world Torits
size; hence, the neme of “'Little Datroit"

A trip 1o Connersville faeder dam and the |o-
catwon of the "town thot never was,” Lockport,
concluded the weekend tour. The fall tour
planned by the Canal Sociely of Ohio brought
visitory to Connersyille from Ohia, New Yark
State, Pannsylvania, West Mirgimoa, and Ilinois,
o tour an actual operational canal and to ride
a train whosa sole punpose s lo arovede trans
portation Irom Connersville 1o Metamora an
weekends. Before the coming of the smlroad 1o
the Wihitewater Valley, the canalers’ of vester-

year weie just gs avid as the canaler of today !
until tha laying af the track an the tow palh,
the willey rosidents were atfll pleading with the
Stare 1o keep the eanal intadt, The towns along
thu 1840 caral routs flourished: some continued
to grow, some stagnaled, and somes dissppeared,
e major contribution the canal provided was
the se=wuriting of [he Slote constitution in 1851
to provida that Indiana will always be and will
FEMAIN 8 pay - asyou-ogo state,

W fre warer Tour photos hy Bill Shank)

IWA PENNANT
PRESENTED TO ACS

A1 the Octobhar 17th combined ACS, G50
and - G5 banguet meeting in Connersville,
Indiana, Dr. Albert Callay transferred ta ACS
Presilent Fill Shonk the banner presented o
him by 5r. Geoffrey de Fretas, Presidant of
Inlanel  Walcrways  Associstion, in England,
August  TGth, 1981, [See August lssue of
ACY Thus way completod the coremony re-

presenting the camman bond between the [nland
Wazerways Assaciation aned the American Coanal
Bocioty.

Albert Celley fieft) presents tha IWA Ban-
ner to Bill Shank during ceremonies at
the Connersville, Indiana Canal Mest.
{Photo by Louise Celleyl.

[}, Celley hos submitted 8 glowing | 12-pagel
written repart giving full details of the axcallent,
16-day, English Canaely Study Tour srranged
this past summer by ACS Directar Rogar Souires.
Hill Gerber has alao submitced an enthusisstic
{two-pagad repart an the same Taur. President
Bhank expressed regret thet more of our ACS
statd-zicda membars did not take achantage of
the dedicated and detailed pianning done by
Dr. Squiras in England to make his American
wisitors teel so welcome,

Bill Gerber, at the présent tima, is making
plans to organise a return trip to England in the
summer of 1982, possibly using both hicyclas
andd cimal boats “'to allow participents 1o gain
a wide ranging insight into a significant segment
of the British Mation - probebly sround the'
Stratford Leoop, including the Cotwalds, Stra-
ford-on-Avon,  Birminghem, - ete.”  Anyaone
intergsted in participating in this tour is urged
o eontact Williem B, Gerber, 18 Princess
Avenue, Chelmsford, Massachusetts 01863,
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After the Whitewater Canal was abandoned
for transportation a century ago, an un-
darshot watar wheal waz installad in tha
Metamora Lock to provide power to an
adjacent mill. The rebuilding of the Laurel
Dam in 1953 has provided water once
more to the restored water-wheel and mill
(now in full operation), not to mention
several long reaches of the old canal north
and south of Matamaora,

ACS MEMBERSHIP

As we wind up our tenth year Uin buginess”

wa thought you might be interasted in a

neagraphical breskdown of curmemberghip:;
PEnBE VAT v ovnow e v e a e 104
Mew Yoirk State, 3 e L |
Mo Jerseyy o b e a e ) s 51
Clhia e i e U 47
Nlrghnde: oo e n s e 45
Maryiand . . BB
Matsachusefts ... v v v v vw v aw s - a0
B B e i e Tl T 30
CORONCEIEUE .. o o a0 o 27
R MART A e i e ey Fa:]
T o e S Ll 23
LDigtrict ot Columbia |, . .. .. ...+ 21
L 1) 2 Rt e 16
IO IBIB . - oy cm b g o am b 10
T AT T P gy i 8
T R e R R P ]
L Tar o ot | S (P St ey [:]
MBI s L SR S 5
SoUuth Carolind: o - « vk sio e 0 2an 5
MR e e e e e s 5
Morth Caraling. @i i e e a wiias 4
Mew Homipshire . © . 0 L o0 0 L. . .8
DRl BIER - o e e e e 4
Memne. 5 000 AP G . A 3
T EIITEEREE oo v rm e v e e e 3
B States, 2 members . , . . ., . 16
10 Steiey, I member . . i avesys 10
6 Countries, T membear. , . . ..., .. [+
Total Membership. . . . . .. 0 o, Ba7
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If. 0. Gorman, The Whitewater Canal, 1944

ALEXANDRIA CANAL

Following tha signing of a contract between
the City of Alexandria and Industrial Archae-
alegist Tarm Hahn, archival maritime research
begen on the Alexandria Canal with the empha-
sis on the tidelock and basin and the waterfront
ares. The Alexandria Canal was the 7 1/4 mile
link betwesn the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal at
Georgetown and the City of Alexandria, Wirginia
on the Potomac River. Later this month an in-
vestigation will be made of the stonewark found
garlier in the neighborhood of the tide lock at
Alexandria [one of the four §ift locks of the
canal located therel to determine If they are
medeed part of the lock wall ar the wall aof the
basin or some other structure. The remainder
of the archaenlogical work will take place naxt
spring. Werious wvolunteers ol the Alexandria
Aschasological Ressarch Center and tha Wir-
ninie Canels and Mavigetions Society are and
will be participating i the project. Anyone
having historical photes or more recent photosg
of any phrl of the canal or archival documents,
I3 urged 1o contact Dr. Tem Hehn, Box 310,
Shepherdstown WY {Tel, 304-876-2464),

ROGER SQUIRES MAKES
NEW SLIDE/TAPE

We have just received o new, dB-minute
Shicke/Tape show an the British Inlend
Waterweys made personally by owr ACS
United Kingdam Directar — Dr. Roeoger
Squires, The 2Z-inch color sldes may e pro-
jected, while a small cassette is being pleyed,
It iz an exeellent “show'' telling the canal
buff, anxious to inspect and travel the Eng-
lish canals, oxactly whatl 1o do from tha
tima he arrives in London, until he starts
his canal trip thy land or water) around
any of the canals of England or Wales,
Information on buses, short or long canal
tours, boats far hire, "pubs’’ and the most
interesting lowns along the canals — every-
thing that you could wish to see or do, is
included. Thi Slhide/Tape show s available
to ACS members on a "first-come, first-
sorved™ basis, |1 you hove o local canal
graup who would enjoy such a show, get
wour reservation dale oot onee oo Bill
Shank, 809 Rathton Road, York, P& 17403,
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HISTORY OF THE MUSKINGUM RIVER IMPROVEMENT

The “Lorena™ — an Arkansas starn-whealar, hrought up the Ohio and Muskingum for
chartered tours through the locks of the upper Muskingum. Tha vessel is shawn in jts
wintar gquarters, north of Zanesville. (Photo by Bill Shank.)

By Theabald W. Kasper

The City of Ceshocktan, Qhio is a “Thiee
River City"', Although not quite a3 well known
a3 Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania where the Chio
River is formud, it s in fact the place where the
Muskingum River is born. Tha Tuscarawas River
of Summit County flows throunh the counties
ot Sterk, Tuscarawas and Coshoctan and meests
the Walhonding River [which is formed by the
Kokosing and Mohican Rivars up in the hills
of Knox County). A1 lhe confluence of the Tus-
carowas and the Walhonding, the Muskingum
Riwer is formed.,

1L &5 the largest river Iying wholly within Chie,
and it is almost 112 miles lomg. The elevations
are: ot the ssdrce 738 feet and at the mouth, in
Mariatta on the Chin River, 685 feet, which
malees that an average fall of 1.3 feet per mile,
While the Tuscarawos drops 3,1 feet, the Wal-
hoending has & fall of 4.2 faet per mile. The
Licking River, which is Lhe largest tributary
stream and joing the Muskingum at Zaneswville,
has an awerage fall of o whopping 9,1 teet per
reviler,

It would appear that the Muskingum with its
gentle descent would be 1deal for navigation.
Out unfortenately an aweroge figure is just that,
invreraee, 11 does not show that at timas for miles
the River is almost level, and the average fall of
1.3 teet sccumulates menfold and draps down
all at onee over rapids, thus making nevigation
impossible. Even so, there is an 1827 account
neting that the steamboat “Hope'', out of
Marietta, went up rivar to Dresdan some 93
miles. But it was a small boat end the Aliver was
extrermely high,

The answer 1o the dilemma of an unnavigabile
river is found in the river improvement, This
involves construction of dams and locks in 1he
river itself, The dams roise the water level and
cregte navigable slack watar pools above them,
thus actually maksng the river "deeper”’, The
ditterence in helght betwaen the level abave the
dam and the one below was then overcome by
possase through a lock which lifted ar lowerad
the boat to the level ahead, Too many ropids or
falls in the waterway are bypessed by maeans of
& slde-cut canal, with the head of the canal just
abiove the dom, thug the dam diverts some water
inte tha canal, At the end of the obstructions
Ihe conal terminetzs at the upper gates of the
lift leck which makes up for the difference in
the levels, A guerd gete was added to the head
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ol the canal a3 8 safery device for times of Tlaod,
ar simply ta shut off the waler when regpairs
were made In the canal or in the lack itself.
Somelimes Libutary streams entering the navi-
gabile river were dammed wp Just to have cantrol
ouer the intake during times of flooding, These
streams and tha dams in the navigabie e weere
utilized tooreate valuable warer power for manu-
facturing purposes. Therefare we Lind mony oid
mills at these dam sites, Mot ony grist mills but
alsa carding, woolen, saw amd poovacler mills,

During the 1B40's the canal age was at its hest,
The construction of the Dhio & Erie Canal was
completed, the Miami & Erie Canal wias alinosi
fimished and several others were being construc-
tecl or on the draving board, While the Ohio S
Erie wemt from Cleveland {on Lake Erisl to
Portsmouth [on the Ohio River) a different
route was yet 1o be selectad. The Licking Sum-
mil (parl of the Ohio @ Eriel and the outlet
lock Into the Ohio River ware troublesome, The
firsl had at limes nod enough water and the
latter 100 much. The Beard of Public Works de-
cided o make the Muskingom River nevigable
and connect 11 with the Ohic & Eris Canal at a
feasible poil, Thal was the beainning of the
Dresden SideCut and the Muskingum River
Improvemmaont.

ACS LIFE MEMBERS

B 1o | T = VTl | e TR e e e Englantt
L VS GIEIRS oo cana wim e se i craig Canada
Richard A, Dawvis ., - .., . o Mirgia
Charles W, Derr , . ..., « Panngy lvenia
B Ty B =y 7 | FT ) e Meaw ¥ork
ThomazE. Hehn oo o W, Virginia
Michasl &, Handford , ., ., ., ., England
Irving M, Johngon, . . . .. . Massachusetts
Crennis K, MeDanial, | oo Maey Fand
William J. McKealvey, Jr. . . . . . Mews Jersey
Ratph 5, Miseoer , . 0 . . . Ganacda
Arden PRRIT . < v v il e Canada
Wilbwm H. Shank . . .. | | Prnnsylvania
William E. Trout, 11, . .. ... . Califernia
Wiltiom G, Toumbrclige |, , ., CNew YWaork
Herbare o Vern on e vma s Qhio
Dawicl ), Williams L . . . . . . . . Marylanc
Mathaniel H, Wooding , ... ... .. Virginia

(Note: To become a member of this impor-
fant growge, 8 “ome-lime’ peyraand of 100
will put ou o our permanent maifing st}

The thought behind the combination of rivar
and cenal nevigation was that at the heed of the
mavigable vver steamboats would pick up the
canal boats and tow tham down rivar 1o their
facmnd af destinotusn, Thes rre el was wsed on
the Cria Canal in the State of New York whare
canal baeits From Buttelo wers towed by animals
12 the Hudson River and from there towad by
sluamers- to Mew York City,

It is difficult to find concrete evidence re-
garding how rouckn Bl his bypo of Cransportation
wiag really done on the Muskingum Fiver, but
thie Fancswifie Repobboer jccosded the trallc
on the Muskingum River Improveament. For the
first o wiehs of Moy TESE seven conal Boals
arrived from Clevetand and nine cansl boats
departed for Cleselond, 11 45 also reported by a
different source that the goods were axchanged
from canal boats 1o rwer Boats at Deesden, The
head of the River navigation,

It should be peintad out that on thase two
wateraway s, The sise ol the dowkes e termmined e
size of the watercrafts. On the canal the locks
wiare 16 » 90 feel and on e rver LThe Ssiee o mas
26 = 174 feet, The difference waz In the propul-
sion of the crafts, Along the whole fength ol
the canal a towpath was constructed, Draft
animals weara towing the boats Toom one lock 10
the next, But on the river the boats ware self-
propelled, and the steamboats seae il eiles
a3 side or stern-whealers. The width of the lock
cletarrrrined e wadths ol G Loet, aned so the
starn-wheslar was born out of nacessity. Whila
o iy hiowe been better lor navigating for the
cralt to have side wheels, the compramise to
Lhix gtern had to be mede o uze the locks ta
thair fullest.

Lhywing s 140 yweins ol eaistonoe the Musl
Ingum  Piver Improvament has geen  many
changes, |1 weos Buil | by the State ond completed
in 1841, It consisted of glaven dams, twalve lift
Iacks and fioe sibecul carmsls, The doms were
numbered using the same system 3 tha State
apphec] toethe Comgl Tocks, &1 the high level wis
Ma, 1 focated at Symmes Crask and down at
thie lpwet ol the ORis Fliver ot Hormar opposite
Marietta was Mo, 11, Lock Ma. 2 at Zanasville
was a clouble loclk. Thes explained the apparent
discrépancy of having taelve locks and only
eleven dams, (Todoy the lock sequence is re-
versad, with Lack Mo, 2 at Marietta and Lock
M 17 0l Ellis — north of Zanesville,]

While in the asrly years eftar completion the
improvement was socoessful and Laflic Towr
ished, the amaunt of 1ol collected never reached

the surer the Bilole hod expectwd. Thrs exper
ience certainiy was not new o the govarn-
mant {being in the congl business where the

FEVEMNUE Was [Lst tha samal.

The ermergenee of the ralroacls, 1he doeaclly
enermy of all water transportation, cut Into cergo
and passanger tolls, The waar and tear on the
heowy woaoden lock gates; the maintenance of
the stone works, constant flooding and above
all continquous dredging of the waterweys mede
It a heavy burden on the State. Therefore the
enliie Conal system and the [mprovement was
leased to private enterprise.

Orn June 2, 1B6G1 the newly formad company,
“The Leasees ol Pubile Worles'™ began operating
the canals and the Immrovament. Seventeen
yaars later this bease was broken and agoin the
State was In the canel business. But not for long,
at least not with the favas jimprovement,

The W8, Government realizing the arest im-
partance of the navigabla rivar, took over the
improverment, The State ceded the property to
the United States. On April 10, 1887 the Gan-
eral H, F. Devol was the lirst steamboat to oo
down the river toll free, The U. S, Army Carps '
of Engreers underlook an extensive rebuilding,
repairing and new construction program on the
rivir. The fruit of this expense and lebor was

fCent'e on Paga 7)
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Lock Number Ten in lowar Zanesville, during the Canal Society of Ohio June &th Tour.

(Photo by Bill Shank).

{Cont'd from Page G/

harvested during the war years {1833-96] when
the traffic on the River reached new helghts,
Mewly developsd coal minss weare aperiting anc
shipping their products by steemboats to their
destination. But this activity was short lived, [n
the years tollowing the war, traffic again de-
clined and by 19568 the Federal Government de-
cidded that this type of transpartation was out-
maded and gave the bmprovement back to the
State, With the river cameé the sum of $236,000
in lieu of dematition of the works, Some gEventy
years previously when the United States took
ovar the lmprovement, the State had to sheli
out $12,000 together with the worn aut dams
and locks. Mot a bad deal at all for the State
of Chiw,

With the Improvament again wurder the author-
ity of the Btate & new phase startad for the Ri-
ver. Instead of the demolition the Umited Stotes
o sugewsted, the Governor orderad tha entine
river improvement to be made inloa park, The
Department of Naturel Aesources, Division of
Perks and Recreation, developed a len year
pregram of sehabilitation for the river. Plenic
areag, boat launching ramps and restrooms wene
constructed. On July 16, 1988 the Governor of
Cihio, Jomes &, Rhodes, boarded a houssboat
and rode down the River, thus officially opening
the “Muskingum River Parkway™ as it is now
knawn,

Pleasura boats and excursion sternawhoeelers
are now plying the waters of the Muskingum.
Thase boats now cruising in the river do not fit
inlo the vision the Ohio Assembly had in 1813
whan it daclared that the Muskingum to the
forks of the Tuscarawas and Walhending was &
navigable river. The dreom the Assembly had
was never quite reallzed, The railroads and fater
the highways with thi trunsportation of goods
e trucks diminigshed the impartance of the
watarway

But the Imprevement had done its duly ina
way the Assermbly of 1813 had not expectad,
The improved River helped settle Ohio ond for
a time it was the means of transportation and
communication from  these out of the oy
places 1o the big cities in the Cast,

Parhaps there are many who would say: "Once
you have seen one lock, you've sean them all"’
But far us “Canowlers” who heve walked so
many miles on overgrown towpaths only to find
a lock used as a rubbish dump or used in can-
nection with & sewage treatment plant, the
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Muskingum River, with its ten working locks 5
a weelcorme sigh L

The historian will recognize itz great public
struciuras as a STF!F‘lqri.I‘lg sloneg our Stote used to
gel oul o it infancy, the fisherman as a place
1o fish and many othars just as a place bo rolax,
And il none ol that appeals to you, still take
pride in the Muskingum. 1t's our River an 1
is beautifulll

KANSAS CANAL PROPOSED

WABHIMNGTN In order to rebuild weater
stocks in the High Prains, the Carps of Engi-
neers hes proposed tepping the Missouri River
and pumping waier upholl across Kansas i a
S10-516 billien, 295-mile canal.

The waterway, 30 feel deep ard 180 feat
wide, would cut 8 disgonal swath frem St
dogeph, Mo, to reservoirs in western Konsas
and westarn Taxas.

Along The walerway, Lhe Coopes govsions 28
pumping stétions and three hydroetectric plants.

The kKansas route s ane alternative in a con-
troversial proposal o trapgter weter from onpe
stata to another and replenish various degraes
ol water shortages in Kengas, Qklahoma, Texos,
MNew Mexico, Nebraska and Coloracla,

fsubmitted by Flarence Hahn from Topeka
Capital - Jaurmal)

C. & D. CANAL — 1851

A newe canal feedar which s in progress
| of congtruction at Chesapeake City, ar &
|oeost of abouwl SE0O 000, will, 1he Cecil Whig
states, be in operatien in sbout & month, It
1% onlended fon 'I'l'!l_:l;llrl.H Lhe Chesapoake anel
Delaware Canal, and consists of a large wheal,
36 Teet high, driven by steam. The water s
raised at ite ciroumferance and escapas
through the shoft, and the guantity will be
sufficient to keap the canal at good running
birighit during the driest sueson.’’

{Cowrtesy Edith MoMNaily, from the Cleve
land Harald, 8 Aug. 18571, p.2.)

LATEST MINDERMAN “ORIGINAL"

This is the latest canal pomting done by Earl
Minderman of Bethesda, Md. showing Abner
Claud Hause an the Chesapeake and Cho Banal .

In 1807, long bekore the © % O Canal wes
sterted {18281, & settler by the name of Abner
Cloud assemblod [Talian stome masons and other
artisans end had them fazhion this stataly house
overlooking 1he Folomae Hiver aboot  three
miles west of Washington,

Cloud and his family lived in the howse until
his deatlh in 1812, using the basement (seen in
this wiew from the Camal ancd River side o the
around floor) for the storege of grain from his

nearkmy ol Smee Cloud’s death, the house hes
had warious accupants and has suffered from
slorms, Hoods and eging, but it has withatood
therm all ta claim the title of the oldest strociure
un the entire Canal,

The Park Servica now uses the ground fleor as
a Wisiten Coenter with intormational matzrials,
services and facilities.

The upper two fleors (the main antrance is on
the opposite or Canal Hoad side) are used as the
headguarters of Washington Chapter Na. 3 of
the Colomial Dames of America,
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UNION CANAL TOUR WELL ATTENDED

George Wills {standing) was the lacturer at the Friday evening sassion, October 23rd,
Lebanon County Historical Society auditorium.

The Fall Tour of the Pannsylvania Cenal
Society, October 241h, along the western sec-
tion of the Union Canal, and the Pine Grove
Feeder, was anjayed by two bus-loads of canal
butts trom the Pennsylvania and Mew Y ork State
area, as wall as another bus, filled with memiers
of the Ceamal Society of Mew Jersey, which
caught up with us Saturday morning.

The Tour was preceded Friday evening by a
meeting a1 the Lebanon County  Historical
Sowciely, during which George Wills showed
Union Canel slides, and early areivess enjoyed
the many displays at the new LCHS Museum,
The Committes included Earl Lisby, George
Wills, Mrs. Frederick Humphrey and Bl
Etchberger,

B

Lock Mo. 6 on the Feader, highest lock
on the entire Union Canal system. This
lock will be torn down by the park con-
tractors, due to hazard of falling masonry,

Fage Eight

Bill Moss, Prasident of the Canal Society
of New Jerzey eddresses members of PCS
and CSMJ during the Saturday avaning
banguet, at the Treadway Inn, Lebanon.

On Saturday spproximately 125 people porti
cipoted i the guided bus-tour, which bagan
at the Unlan Canal Tunnel and continued seoest
and north, including an inspection of the old
brick-pipe feeder [which conveyed water to tho
surmmial level of the canel from the old Water-
works an the Swatora), a wvisit 1o a restored
18th-Ceniury farmhouse along the canal, lunch
at Camp Beshore, and o trip along the Feeder
Canal, norith to Pine Grove, Much of the latter
area will shortly be converted 1o a State Park,
with a dam for an artificial lake, which will hide
some of tha Feeder Conal Locks and prism.
Aulns of the highest lift locks on the enlire
Union Canal gysteém are locoled o this area.

Saturday evening the entire group relurned to
thie Traadway |nn where they enjoyed a banoguet
and lecture by Richard Pawling, suthor of A
Histarical FMeyview, Swotarn State Park™ Mr,
Paufing's lecture cealt with the history of the
enlire Wnion Canal  Systom, 1782 - 1885,

Bill Shank

Lock Mo. 21 West on the Union Canal,
during the visit of the PCS-CSNJ buses,
Directly behind this lock are ruins of the
Swatara Cresk Agueduct.

John Miller, PCS President opans the
Saturday evening meeting. Ta his right
ara Danver Walton, PCS Bulletin Editor,
Earl Heydinger, PCS treasurer, and left, the
spealker-Richard Pawling and Mrs. Pawling.

WABASH AND ERIE
CANAL RESTORATION

“ The Carroll County Wabash and Erie Canal,
Inc, is alive, wall and growing, & non-profic
corparation esteblished in 1874 with the pur
pose of working toward restoration of part of
the old Wabesh snd Erie Canal lying within
the city of Dalphi [ind.) and part of Dear
Cresk Townshlp, the association has embarked
upon & lund-raising program with hopes of
succass in their ultimate goal of a large recres
tional area slong nearly a mile of the old cana1
bedt {INDIAMA WATERWAYS, October,
19811 Ofticials of tha corparation are: Dennis
MeCouch, President; 3, Jerry Boone, Vice
Pratident: David Hanna, Secretary; and Joseph
Petersan, Traasurer, Mailing address: P.O. Box
255, Delphi, Indana 46823,
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By Withorn Davies

Vacations ukad te ba much maore fun; possibly
becouse they were maore trouble, and certainly
becauss thay ware much, much different from
our everyday |ife, Today 8 man will erige from
his pasy chair n front of the ube, Wi it aoff,
oo to his car in the attached gerage, climi in and
drive a few hours to his lakeside cotlage, Herne
he puts his eesy chalr in front of the TV and
continuees an the same channcl. This s now
called a vacation,

It was 1912, two years hafora World War |,
thut our porents took wus to Leke Ahmic, an
abeoluts jewel, set in the Canadian wildarmess
st hundred and twenty miles norih of Toeron-
2. This was truly an unspailed world, without
roody, wilhout electricity, without telephones,
with sparkling, icy water, and trout and bass
asking to be casghl. But getting there, from
Louisville, Kentucky was the problem, and, az
they say, more Than hall the Tun. 11 ook o goocd
twenty four hour dey to get to Teronto, chang-
ing traine (and stations, too] at Cincoati and
Butlule, From Toronto we took 8 sleeper
narthward for tha owvernight nin ta the litte
town o Burks Falls where we arrived shortly
after sun-up. At this point the Mangrtawan
rivest passed wunder the milroad, and there, by
the station was a wharf, at which lay a lovely
little stearmer, by name “Juanita’, 8 lazy plume
of smoke and steam rising fram her tall stack,
Her main {ovedeck wos open aft to the pilot-
house, with a canopiad sscond deck abaft of
this, anch with the lower declk here enclosed to
the rounded fantail. A5 | recall, she seemed
gz, bl inoall probability was on the order of
fifey fear ovarall by mayha eightean foot beam,
A slubbyy mast abatt the pilot-house was ableze
with flags and pennants, but her most s
timggaishvine feature was anenormous functioniess
boweprit, tippad with a massive, glced aom
head. Burely o ship capeble of any journey in
any saal This was to ba our caravel far the [
tesery miles or o inte Lake Ahmic, This was 1o be
aur maans of transport; it bad (o e, as here
weere na roads, Mo rosds ax all!

The train puffed an, leaving us ancl our lsggage
and o number of other vacationers on the wharf,
whare thare was much hustle and Toedo gelting
evierything  and  everybody  aboard  Juanita,
Finally, with a great ear-shattering blasl of he
whistle, the lines were cest off, and with much
tinkling ef enging raom bells she moved cou-
honasly into the stream,

The Magnetewan River waz not very wide, but
there seemed ta be pleaty of sater, and we were
loszinated to watch the eel grass 8t the water's
edge lean into us as the waler wirs suckoed maay,
andd then latiened shoreward ag the watar cama
swooghing back. |t was fascinating to watch (he
pines and hardwoods slip silently by 85 we
twisted and turned our way through the dense
Canaclian forest, Alter an hour or 5o Juanita's
enaines stoppad and | want to the upper deck
ta investigale, My Tother explained thaet this was
o lock, which would lower our vessal sa that it
cauld procesd on the streaom below, end con-
tinue our joumeay. We were tied up to a well-
fandarad wall, and ahead of us was the lock bagin,
with the gates open. With much jingling af belis,
the eaptain nched Juonita into the begin, end
the crew made her Tagt. Then, with great diginily,
the eaptain went ashore, at the ssme time In-
viting-all the male passengars, including me; aged
gight, to disembork and heul on the greast bal-
ance beams 1o closs the upper gatas

While this piecs of business wos 0 progress,
the captain mounted one gate and defly twirlad
the sluice-gate wheel o close the valwe Lightly,
The upper getes being closed and tight, he then
strade majestically to the lower gates wwhome
he first cracked, then spun the lower sluice, With
great turbulence in the river below, The ship
slowdy  duscended until it hed met the lower
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fewal, maybe sight or ten feet below, To me this
wias an astounding feat, and | proudly joined
the other male pessengers in sweating opean the
lowwer - gales, whersupon the captam  caosed
Juanita to move ocut to tie up along the lower
Tender weall wehile the passenogees elurmped doewn
the woaden stairs o get back aboard.

After a short streteh af pieer we camie oul o
g sperkling bit of water, 8 smell lake called, as |
remmenber, Loy Loke, Here, a signal Lo Lthe en
ginaar caused Juanita’s gentle thraob ta quicken,
und wi splashed gaily through the wavelsts, and
we stopped now and than at a pier to off-load
freight, or parcels, or mail, After two or three
miles of Lang Laks e want back into the dwver,
twisting and turning with the guiet stream. At
ane point a whistle sounden abead, which was
answered with & deafening blast from Juanita,
aned soon thoere appeared arouned o Bend another
little gteamer parked In awidening of tha stream
preesached Tor o thal purpose. There was much
waving and cheering and shouting as we passad,
thes gust sileree ool o qeotle chulting of the
englne a5 we continued in the twisting stream

Finatly, about four howrs aftar leaving Burks
Falls, we come tooa villege and enather lock,
This was Magnetawan, wheare the river spills ower
aostory ropids into Lalee Ahmic, This time we
laid much tongar at the upper fander wall whils
frenghl, express ond mail were unlooded tor the
general store — post offica, but finally, with a
shorl kdast of e whosthe, and o jir1!|le ol bells
Juenita moved inte the lock basin, Again the
I.'II":"."l.l'il'.lll.‘. |:lr'l.‘||::-’:|'J||:|-" [T r|:}|l:.']||,:r|. whith Lhee eap
tain offiziating st the sluices, and the passangers
taaning heawily o the balanoe beams Tooclos:
and open the gates, This time | had not dene
my duty on the gates, as | wantacd the tholl of
descending with the wessel, snd a thrill i1 waesl

With ane maore scream from thewhistle we slid
|‘a'|ﬁj1?::|i|::.1||',- ol oanto The shont remarmineg streleh

“DO IT YOURSELF” CANAL

of the Mognetawsn River into Loke Ahmic, ol
which paint anather jingle of bells caused Juani-
ta's pulse to guicken, Flank spesd Ipossibly
all of seven knotsh! Now Jduanita’s bow cut into
the little chop, sanding shimmering sprey both
viegh U amd. Telt as weo plowed oor iy toward
aur destination, same four miles bayond, wherg
we disernbarked at o rambling imnon the pney
wildernass of Canada. As the little sweamer
maoved on, | had @ moment of sudoess os when
parting from a friand. But then, several times
pach day Juanite or her sister ships oppeored
plying the lake and, presumalbly, the canal-river
s a gymbolie link with the crowded, noisy,

smaky “civilizatian' we had forsaken for a
month, But those four weeks in the Torest
without  roads, without electricity, without

telephone, but with the little steamears passing
ko, and somatimes stopping, were as happy as
any | remember from my childhood,

{Wiltiam Davies, 484 Hillside Couwrt, Mol
Ivnrina, FL 3230 wrate this piece Tor his two
teer-age  grandsons sy part of § continuwing
savies for them to digpel some of the very
peculiar ideas which they have about how
things were i the “oiban days, ")

NEW YORK CANAL MUSEUM

Tha Canal Mussum at Syracuss, Naw York
on 25 October celebrated the 19th Anni
versary of the Opening of the Erie Canal |
with an open house, Special events included |
tha christening of their new Erie Lakar Baat 1
and the dedicetion of the Hoggee Hoom in
the Werighioeck Buldig of  the  museuam:
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This 1793 drawing by Gilbert Imiay of a proposed canal to circumvent the rapids of
the Ohio River between Louisville, Kentucky and Clarkville, Indiana was published in
London as part of Imlay’ “Topographical Description of the Western Territorias of
Morth America.” Imlay was an American Army Officer and Deputy Surveyor for the
Westarn Tarritory. The falls remained a hazard to navigation until the building of the
Louisvilla and Portland Canal, 1826-1831. {Courtesy " Antigues Magazine.")
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“GOOD NEWS & BAD NEWS” AT SALTSBURG

The “Canal Days"™ sponsored by Historic Saltsburg at Saltsburg, Pennsylvania on the
site of the Main Line Canal was a success in spite of heavy rains early in the morning of
6 June. |Photo courtesy George L. Core, Historic Saltsburg)

SALTSBURG, Pa, Nov, 16, 1881 (AP} — A
fire of suspicious origin Sunday swept an his-
torw howss o thas ting Incdhiana County came-
munity, stirring new fears about the wave of
araon  fiwes in the horough since  Januwarny,

The wacant, T91h century hooge, the fonmer
home of the lockmaster of the cld Pennsyk-
wane Canal, wag destoogedl by flames, of ficials
said, Mo estimate of the damaege was immed|ately
avinlabile,

Authorities were swaiting the results ol a
state fira marshal’s probe to determine whathar
the blare was deliberately set.

The 150-yvear-cld housa was on the Mational
Hegister of Historic Places, according to Mayor
alact Gary Tayler. The local histarical sociaty
had planned to renovate the two-story, wood
frame structura.

CLARE SWISHER
1907 - 1981

Wa were taddened to learn of the pessing,
September 30, 1981, of Clare Swisher, Edi-
tor of the ERIE STORY MAGAZINE, Erie,
Fu, Clare was an ardent canal bulf and his-
torian and had written many articles about
the Erie Extension Canal System in his own
publication, and athers. In editarial and
nenwspaper work for years, not to mention a
tour of duty as a TV newscaster and the
hosting of his own TV series entitled the
“Eriz Story,” Clare in 1853 extended the
latrer enterprize into hisg own local publi
cation of the same name sarving industry
and businest In. Erle. "“The Erle Story"
now  continues wnder  the editorship of
Maurice Shoup. Clere had written a book
entithed “"Hayseed on the Heael " his final,
major editorial effort, which will be In print
shortly, It i a salule {o life-style in the
country in a lese complex age, We have
already extended owr sympathy 1o Mercedes,
his partner and helpmate of many years.
We will sorely smiss himn, as & long-time
personal friend. Bill Shank
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CROSS FLORIDA BARGE CANAL

Thu Barge Canal s still aperational for small
craft, but [(limited) ss to the days and hours
that lockage will be available for traffic, The
Auckman Lock neer Palatka, Flo. will he in
operation daily, from 8 am. to 5 p.m.

At Inglis, Florida, The Inglis Lock will be
operational Saturday & Sunday ONLY, By
demand. Il cruising i Lake Rousseau, care
should be used extensively due to water leval
grd detiris, The Lake continues for the next
1015 miles to Dunnellon, where the Lake meats
with the Withlacoachee River, This lock oper-
ates from 2 a.m, to b pom,

If ey crwising is to be made in the Oklawaha
River area, dus care should be used as 1o water
level and debris,

THE DEPTHS TO WHICH
WE HAVE SUNK

by Matthow Mogon

After two years of work the study ol sunken
canalboats is ending. The project included
underwaeter archeeology and the rewview  and
organization of relevant historical materials.
The goals were to provide access ta the materials,
espegially those located at the museum, and ta
stimulate the documentation of canalboot
RIS,

Thres publications ware plannad to dissem-
inate our findings. The tirst was a diver's manual
on canalboat canstructian; it has baen published.
The second describes the scope and content ol
relevanl histoneal  materials, Tha third, a
canalboat primer, gives 8 brief view of the
canalboat building industry using some of tha
projects findings.

Underwater archaeology hos - the potential
to answer many of the questions unengwered
by treditional historical research, The archas-
ological work eondueted by Flan Hynes and the
Undarwater Archeeology Asscciation divers
brought to light new facts about the physical
structurs of canalboats, information not
aveilable elsewhere. Discoveries came from the
caraful measuring and photographing of the
sunken boats, some of which contradicl previous
theories on canalboat design and construction.
Thus, with these discoveries has come uncer-
tainity. Assumptions about cenaiboats have
been altered by new evidensce,

The sheer volume of iformation held by the
staté archives, historicel sssociations, private
owners, and the museum iteelf, demands a
renewed effort 1o analyze and interpoel 1hese
documents. It s time for canal historians to
get together, share their knowledse, and fo re
view the findings of this and other gimilar pro-
jects. Although the project has formally ended,
the woark will be continued by Independent
groups and individuals to eepand knowledgs
and wnderstanding of the canalboat building
Industry,

From The Canal Packet, Newsfetter of the
Canal Mussum Assoc., Svracuse, V. Y., May/
June 1987,

We thought this sketch, sant us by Bill McKelvey, was appropriate for the Holiday Sea-
san. It shows an English narrow boat {(complete with Christmas tree), and was sxcerpted
from an article in the “Glasgow Herald” for Septambar 19, 1981. The article extnl.ls
the nostalgia of traveling the canals in England and Wales in the wintertime — quite
possible with the mild winters thera. (Full text of this article, entitled “Christmas up
the Cut” by Raymond Gardner, is available for winter canal buffs!)

AMERICAN CAMALS, NO, 30 — NMuvermbar 18581



CANAL LOCKS AND INCLINES

(The following is an exerpt from an article i
Enginearing, Vol 7, Jura B {1866, pp. 3BG-
287. Engineering was g periodical published in
England, The editor at this ime was Zarah
Colburn, en American focomotive engineer,
Subvrrittod by Card W Larson)

For passing boats from one level of a canal 1o
anather, locks have been and are far more gan-
grally used than any other contrivence. The
ordinary canal lock was, in &l probability,
derived from the old-fashioned “steunch,”
wihich still exists on some of the rivers in this
country, which have but a shight fall, and is afso
frequently found in the East, A "staunch” is
usuglly constructed by placing 8 wall on each
side aof the river, so as somewhat to contract
its breadth, end between thesg side walls
+ grecting & thivd in the middie of the stream, this
lagt-mentioned wall having cutwater ends, Mid-
way in each of the channels formed betweaen
the central and side walls is placed a trans-
verse sill protecied on its vpper side by the ne
cessary sheeting and piling. Across one of the
channels a beam s placed immediotely over the
sill, whilst on the side wall of the ather channel
is limed 8 pivol, upon which turns a beam which,
when placed across the channel, bears against
a stop Tixed (o the central wall, and is immed-
ately over the sill. When it is required 1o raise
the jevel of the water above the staunpch,
planks are placed so that they extend from the
sills to the fixed and moveable besms above
mentioned, bearing, of course, against their
upper sides, By this mesns a sort of rode sluice
gate is formed, which checks the flow of the
water throuvgh the steunch. The monner of
working this arrangement is as follows: Sup-
posing a vessel to be going up  stream, the
planks and moveahls beam would ba removed
from the one channel of the staunch and the
vessel pasead through it; the planks and beam
wiould then be replaced, and the level of the
(water above the staunch thereby so raised that
thir vissel would be able to proceed up the river
to tha next staunch, and so on. It will ba seen
by the abowe descriptiom that the staunches
form a series of rude locks, of which the length
is egqual to the distence between tywo suocessive
staunches. The waste of water incurrad by the
use of this system is very areat; it may however
be considerably reduced in some cases by keap-
ing each staunch closed except just at the time
when a vessel is to pass through it, the vessal
being i this coase supposed to be provided with
sufficient tractive power to enable it to pass up
through the chanmel of the staumnch agoinst the
descending current without much lose of time.
In such cases the ascent of the vessels from the
lower ta the higher level would in reality be
accomplished by the tractive force applied to
them, dragoing them up an [nclined plane of
wiater, the staunch merely secving Uhe purposs
of reducing the length of this Inclined plane to
tha length of its cwn channels, at the same time,
however, staunches are only adapted for working
slight inequalities of lewel, such, lor instonce, as
12 or 15 Inches; for greater rises or falls, other
arrangemants must be adopied,

The arrangament of an ordinary canal lock is
30 well known that any description of it will be
quite unnecessary. It can ha worked with the
least expenditure of weter If used for an ascend-
ing and descanding boal alternately, the full
lock left by the ascending boat being available
for the descending boat, and the reverse, Wn-
fortunately, however, the demands of traffic
stldom allow of such ap arrengement being
régularly carried out, and the consequence s
that the quantity of water which would serva

1 pass two boats, one up and the other down,
& expended in passing ana.

Generally speaking, it may be assumed that in
aordinary locks, of about Bft, or § 1, fall, the
expenditure of water will amount to about three
tines the weight of the merchanchse worked
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NORTH NEW RIVER LOCK DEDICATION

In July 1981 the Broward County [Florida) Historical Commission in partnership with
tha Parks and Racreation Division dedicated Lock Mumber One at the Broward Memo-
tial Boat Lock Park. Lock Mo. 1 was first completed in August 1812 as a part of an
effort to utilize the Everglades. The lock will be completely restored as shown in the
artist sketch above (Bolles, ‘78} and hand-cperated as in original group for demaonstra-
tion purposes. In addition, the lock-keeper's house will be restored and outfitted as
a Florida Canals and Water Management Museum. Access to the park will ba provided
from State Road =B84 and the Part Everglades Expressway (1-75). (Alden Gould,

Director, ACS)

WANTED

Lowell Mational Historical Fark architects ool
historians are interested in histaric photographs
of the Francis "Old Guard Locks” on the Pow
tucket Canal just north of the DOroadway
Bridoe, They are specifically interested in pho
tos showing the south alsvation of the Lock
House over the Morth Gates in orcder fo com-
pleta design for restaration of the structure 10
its origingl TEE1 appearance

The park would  appeciate  heaong from
persane who are willing 1o wvolunteer their
photographs  and  personal memaornies, Private
photogrephs and memorabilia submitted tor
thas purpase will be copied by the Park and
then returped to their ownersg, Flease contact
Robert Weaibla at Park Headguarters, 7 Mear-
rimachk Street, Lowell, MA 01853, Telephone
617-459-4136.

The Tip of the lceberg

A recent telephone conversation . . .

Hirar: "Hella, The fridgs on our boat has
stopped work ing™”

Boatyard: "What saams to ba the trouble?”
Hirer: Well, it's burnt a kit ot the back "
Boatyard: "'Burnt?"'

Hirer: ""Yes; it caught fire"

Boatyard: "'Was thare any other damage?'’
Hirer: '"Yes, 8 bit, Some of the seating
caught fire, toa."

Boatyard: "'Good heavens] Anything else”
Hirar: "And the curtains and some of the
paneling.”

Boatyardg: ''Did you use the fire
extinguisher?”

Hirer: V| didn't need 10,"

Boaryard: "'You didn’t need w?™

Hinse: "N

Boatyard: ""Why "

Hirer: ""Because the hoat sank , "

{From Waterways Waorld, fanvary 1981.)

through them, To reduce this expenditure of
weater, side ponds, or reservairs, have in many
casas bean applied, and doubla locks have been
also congtructed with the same object, In eaech
of thesa systams the intentian is to econamise
the water by releasing it frome the lock which g
to be amptied inta the adjoining lock or gide
reservoirs, the waler so stored wp beng availabie
for partially vefilling the lock without drawing
upoan the upper lovel of the canal,

{0 Be Continued)

CONCRETE CANALBOATS
SURFACE!

At low witer stoages Twee sunken Warld War |
vintage reinforced concrete canelboats can bu
suen abowve and Below Lock =8 near Bottardam
on the Eria Division of the MNew York State
Barqe Caonal Systen, Among them ara WS,
#107, 112 and 120. The agcompanying photos
ol these BOO-DAW -Ton vessels wara takén by
Mike Talay and submitted by John Hulchansk,
LS #107 and 114 are shown on pages 3B &
39 of Mekevey's Champlain to Chesapeaks,
and U. 5 #117 is dascribad in Amaerican Canals
#33, page 6. Another gister vessel serdes as a
hreakwater in tha Hudson River off Nyack, MY,
Where are the others! The Ganalboat Hulks,
Wrecks and Remaing Committes welcomes any
and all discoveries. Please send infomrmalon and
photos 1o Bill MckKalvey, Chairman, 103 Deog-
wood Lane, Berkeley Heights, N0 07822
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ILLINOIS" HENNEPIN CANAL
MAY BE RESTORED

by Joe Taylor

Based on public support shown at an Oct. 19
rmedting, the 111inois Department of Conservation
(DO} s expected to support funding for the
total rehabilitation of the Hennepin Canal.

Owvar 300 people turned out for the meeting
grranged by David Kenney, DOC Director, to
daterming what course the department should
take in seeking future funding and redevalop-
mient of the canal.

One speaker asked all those who supparted
total rehabilitation of the Hennepin to stand
and the owvermhelming majority respandad, The
estimated price tag of total rehebilitetion is
$23 miliion dollars.

The ather two management options included
total dewatering of the canal {i.e., draining} at
a cost of $10 milllen and major rehabilitation/
moderate dewalering al a cost aof %18 millien.

Under the option approved by the public,
tha entira Hennepin Canal, which stretches
acrass the eastern hall of Hlnois from Bureau
Junction to Rock lsland, would be rehabilitated
u5 @ recreational waterway, The canal would be
managed 85 @ land and water-based state tail
with an optimal variety of ouldoor cecraation.
Those activities would include hiking, fishing,
booting, canoeing, camping, and picknicking,

Of signiliconoe 1o Amenican Canal Sockaty
members is the DOC's plan to restore 8 four-
mile section of the canal for its historical
significance, The section would become an
outdoor musedrm and would represent a slice
of tha great canal era. Locks, dems, buildings,
and other canal Teatures would be restored and
heritage interpretation would result,

The Hennepin Canal may ba the best pre-
served, nearest operable, and most complets
representalive of the later canal boat ara laft in
the netian. Constructed between 1880 and
1807, the canal had been designed as a short
cut from the Iinols and Michigan Canal (from
Chicago to LaSalle) to the Mississippi River,

[Photo courtesy |llinois Department of Con-
servation, Division of Historic Sites)

The Hemnepin's canstruction was significant
for it was thae first Americen canal built ot con-
crete without stone cul facings. The large scala
use of concrate an the Hennepin had & long
renge impect. The engineenng  innovations,
material uted, and methods of dealing with it
revolutionized the construction industry in
gereral and tha canal construction industry in
particular and became g pattern Tor the Henne-
pin Canal,

The canal is easily Acoessible from Intéretate
80. For more information, write Hennepin
Canol State Trail, Rural Routa 1, Sheffield,
Il 61361,

American Canal Soclety members wishing to
meke writben comments on the future restoras
tion of the canal may write Deportment ol
Conservation, 605 Stratton Office Duilding,
Springfield, 1, 62708,

I. & M. CANAL LOCK “FACE LIFTING"”
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This wunsightly ca, 18256 nan-operating cenal
gra concrete bridge end approwsch walls mar
the gesthetic and historical view of Lack 14 of
the llinoks and Michigan Cenal ot Losalle, M-
nois, Fortunately, if now appears that funds
and parmissicn have been recejved to remove
the bridye and to relocate the road to @ |ess
conspicuaus lacation. Other plans underway
under Phase Cne include the canstruction of
a coffardam, the dewatering of the lock, and
the removal of the sediment insida tha lock
under the suparvision of Hlinois Department of
Conservatian erchasulogists. The Second Phase
will include rastoration of tha lock walls, the
hardware, and the |ook gates of Lock 14,

Earlier this year, the Metional Park Service
held @ series ol public meetings concarning the
proposal to create the [linois and Michigan
Cenal Heritage Corridos, Under the proposed
plan the Park Service would stabilize other
canal structures of the llinois and Michigan®
Canal and would renovate portions of it On
29 October Senator Pergy of llinais received
the suppart of L. 5. Interior Secretary Watt,

BILL ETCHBERGER — INTERNATIONAL “WORKING-CANAL” PHOTOGRAPHER

A high-masted sail boat, shown transiting
the Hiram M. Chittendan Locks on the
Lake Washington Ship Canal in Seattle,
Washington.
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Here is one of Bill's photos of a largs, commercial vessel passing the upper gates of the
Eisenhower Lock on the §t. Lawrance Seaway, near Massena, New York,

William F. Etchberger of Lebanon, Pa, an
ardent canal buff, is particularly interested |n
vigiting and photogrephing present-day inland
waterways in MNorth Amarica. He has visited
many of the mejor canals, locks and waternays
from the Pacific Coast to the Maritime Pro-

vinces in Eastern Canade. Here are a fedy
samples of some of the dramatic photos he has
taken, We will be publishing more in future
issups — the 300 Locks, the Welland Canal, end
other inland weterways of interest to ACS
i bers,
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