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PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE

The replies to our membership guestion-
naire are still coming in. Many thanks!
We may try this again in 8 decade or 5o,
hut don't wait until then to drop a note
or sugaestion to me or the society’s
officers or committess. One person can
make a big difference in a sociely like
ours, and an interest in canals can be
combined with almost anything. Far
example, is thera a movie buff out there
who can tell us aboul canal films or
videotapes, here or abroad, and how to
find copies to show at meatinogsd Can
someane develop a bihliography, or write
an averview on American canal archae-
ology? What aboutl practical hints from
your own experience with canal preserva-
tion, dealing with legislators, or rapairing
a canmal bank? How about inventing a
respectable name for a “canal buff’?
atamp buffs are philatelists. Some of us
are  philogynists. Are ACS  members
philodiorists?

I'd like to ecspecially thank everyone
who responded Lo the guestionnaire.
Judging from the replies, the American
Canal Society is doing nicely, thank you,
Our primary function as a medium of
exchange of canal information is well
taken care of by Bill Shank’s AMERICAN
CANALS, which has reccived nothing
but compliments. 1L is our other research
projeels which need @ boost, and the
respunse has been most gratifying. | havae
tried to reply to each onae ot these, and
pass an the informatian to the appropriate
committee. |f we don’t follow up soon on
your offers to help, please keep after us,
And remember us when you retire,
Several members said they waould have
maore time then, but having “retired” for
awhile mysalt, 1'd advise putting canals
first on the list, because reliremenl can
be a very busy timel

Many thanks to those who ottered o

help on Terry Woods' Canal Index
Committes, which Is gathering basic
information on all of the American

canals. We'll be getting a lot done with
the help of Dave Wahl and Gerald
Abandschein  in Mew  York, Charlie
Petrillo in Pennsylvania, Bill McKelvey
‘n New Jersey, and Tom Meek in Indiana,
Terry is updating aur list of canals, which
also indicates which canals have a write
up in the Canal Index. We'll be sending
copies 10 the ACS membership sa vou

{Conciuded on Page Twalve)
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THE CANALWAY AT LOWELL

The Lower Locks area as it will appear when restoration and improvements are com-

plete. Cn the left is the Lowell Hilton,

ACS Vice Presient Bill Gerber somds
the following rews fterm written by Marfe
Ellennr Bedard of “Cansumars Chaice™,
Hosranr Suburban Area, Tor Saprember
&, 1885:

Tha canal systam is the most important
historical foundation o the cily of
Lowell, Massachusetts,

The first part of the Lowell Canal
System was built in the late 18th century,
Throughout the 1%th century it was
preserved  and  updated in the latest
technigues for the channeling and uze ot
the surplus watar supply.

In the early 20th cantury the canabway
reachad its peak. Az the need for chan-
naling water for mill use slowly died, so
did the up-keeping and up-daling of the
canals.

Mowe, some B0 vears later, the Canalway
Task Force i= planning changes in the
Lowell Canal Systermn,

Within the next five years or so, major
restaorations will take place,

The four majar issues for the restora-
tions and revitalizations are; recreation,
preservation, development, and public use.

“This canal system s unigue.’” says
William Barlow, chief director of the
restoration projects, “The whole idea is

to take this exciting resource (water and
canals) and let people experience it..."

The estimated number of visitors gt the
Lowell Histarical sights for next season is
TEO,O00, 50,000 of which will tour the
canals.

Some parts of the canalways and river
banks have already been cleaned up and
made more gttractive. 4 tour boat is now
in oparatian,

The first major restorations being done
are on the Lower Locks, rastoring them
to their 19th contury appearance,

“The Lower Locks should be done Lhis
fall,” says Barlow. “We're planning on
having an sxciting season.”

Other preservation priorities arg the
Swamp Locks, tha Merrimack Canal, the
Eastern Canal, Tremont Yard, the Grand
Locks, and Lhe Morthern Canal.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
will Tinance these restorations, currantly
getimated at $3 milllan. The National
Preservation Society  will provide the
wiark services,

“"The general thing to be done is 1o
preserve the canals for recreational
serviges, and to help thae revitalizations of

{Concluded on Page Two)
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interpretation and use of the historic
navigalional canals of the Americas;
to save threatened canals; and to provide
an exchange of canal information,
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NEW LIFE MEMBERS

We salute two of our regular memhbears
wha have “gome the extra mile” to
become LIFE MEMBERS of the
American Canal Society. They are:
James C. Wehster of Fairport, Naw
Yark, and Carl H. Klosinski of
Dowagiac, Michigan. This brings to a
total of fifty-two our ACS members
in this very special category!
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NEW BOAT FOR THE ERIE CANAL
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Yia John Hulchansky and RBill
McKelvey we have sacured the ahove
photo of thae “‘Mightingale (1" from
Michale A, Brown, Its new owner, and
president of Riverboat Cruises, Troy,
MNew York, Mr, Brown's account of the
boat’s history and how he brought it
home are g3 follows:

“Mightingale 11'" was built in 1954 at
the Molan Shipyard in Erie, Pa. Her
dimensions are 64’ x 17" x 4’ and, as
you can see, she is ideal for canals as
her height is only 15' from the water
at the stack. As far as | know, her
original use was a3 a passenger ferry
for the Straits of Mackinac and she has
spant maost of her time in the Great
ILagkgs and canals. Passenger capacity
15 5

However, a year or so before | bought
the vessel her Erie, Pa. owner moved
to south Florida with the boat and
then sold her to the Chattanooga
Riverboat Co. in Tennessee, They used
her for their 1984 season to establish
g locetion  in  Chattanooga  while
planning and building a 400-passenger

vessel. | bought her in October of
1984 and in February began the trip
back to wupstate MNew Yark., We

travelled west on  the Tennessee
River, going downstream through the
many Corps of Engineers locks, one
of them 984" in a single locking.
At Florence, Alabama we turned
south and travelled the just-opened
Tennessee-Tombigbes Waterway, the
first commercial passangar vessal to
pass through, and thence the Black
Warriar River to Mobkile, Alabama, the
Gulf-Intracoastal Waterway to Carra-
belle, Florida, scross the Gulf of
Mexico to Ft. Myers, Florida, across
the Okeechobes Waterway to 5t
Lucia, up the Intracoastal Waterway
to Morfolk, Virginia and on up to New
York City and the Hudson River,
nerth 160 miles to our home bage on
the sastarn end of the Mohawk River/
Erie Canal. The trip was 3000 statute
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miles and ook 40 running days.

Fram our bhase in Crescent we take
passengers on daily sightseeing trips,
passing through Lock 7 of the Erie
Canal, a ?7-foat litft, Evening cruizes
taature a prime rib dinner. | hope that
we may meet all of you one day
aboard the “Nightingale [1.*

Riverbnoat Cruisas’ address: 201
Second Street, Troy, Mew York 12180;
Telephone {S18) 273-8878.

CANALWAY AT LOWELL

(Concluded from Page One)

the city.” explains Barlow, *| see the
ability of Lowell to meet the standard of
excellence set by places like the naw
Lowell Hilton Hotel.™

Sorme public groups that are partici
pating in the restorations are The Lowell
Mational Historicel Park, The Lowell
Historic Preservation Commission, The
City of Lowsll Division of Planning and
Development and Historic Board, and the
Mational Middlesex Area Commission.

The Proprietors of the Locks and Canals
on the Memrimack River (in operation
since 1972) will retsin the ability to
maintain the canalways. The state will
have the rights to the canal system for
use and recreational purposes.

"This has nevar been done batore, not
majar restorations anyway.” says Barlow,
“We (the Mational Preservation Service}
are interested in explaining the significance
of the canal system to the city of Lowall "’

The historic waterpower system  of
Lowell and its famous Pawtucket Gate-
house hydraulie turbine received national
recognition  recently when they were
dedicated a8 civil and mechanical end
ginearing landmarks by ASCE and ASME,
The entire netwaork of canals at Lowell
was nominated for landmark status by
the Buoston Sociely of Civil Engineers
Section of ASCE.
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WHAT IS A “BATEAU"'??

The discovery of dozens of James River
Bateaux in Richmond's canal basin, and
the resulting interest in building replicas
tor historical and recreational purposes,
has brought up the problem of just whar
a “bateau” is. The word Is, of course,
French for “boat,” and even the
Virginians generally used the plural
form “bateaux,” after the French fashion,
Other spellings are also found, using two
t's, of the plural bateaus.” Thomas
Jefferson spalled it “battoe” or “batteau.”

Except in certaln contexts, “bateau”
iz a rather vague term. As Leland D.
Baldwin says in The Keelboat Age on
Western Waters, “Batesu was a word
often applied indiscriminately to many
sorts of floating cratr, so that it s some-
limes difficult to distinguish just what
type of boat a writer had in mind. In
genaral, however, Lhe baleau ssems to
have heen a keelless, flat-bottomed hoat
with ends tapering to points, huilt of
plank ... "

The bateaux we found in Richmand fit
this deflinition, and these were specifically
known as “James River Batcaux,” or
mara [onsaly as “Market Boals,” “Tobacca
Boats.” or just “bateaux” or “hoats,'
Those we found were painted at each
end, from 45 to B0 test lang, seven to
eight feet wide, and 1-1/2 to two feet
thick from bottom to gunwhale, Thay
were  built like white-water canoes,
without & keel, so thay eould side-slip
around rocks on thelr mad dashes down
the river loaded with hoygsheads of
tobacco or flour barrels. Long steering
oars at one or both ends, and pales, were
used to navigate. Joe Ayers, who built the
first James River Bateau replica, took it
150 miles down the James to re-discover
thase Inst technigues.

Many of the sarly cenals in America
were built for white-water craft |like
bateaux, which were equally at home on
roaring rivers as on placid canals. Along
the canals, they could be poled (hut this
could damage the canal puddling), towed
fram the towpath by the crew or animals,
wr pushed from the towpath by attaching
ong pole at right angles 1o the bow, and
another to the stern, An old man, bafore
he died, told me how he used this |ast
mathod in the 1890, the sama tachnigue
shown on old woodeuts from a century

AMERICAN CANALS, ND. 58 - February 1986

before. ({See AMERICAN GCAMNALS
MNo. 24 page 2 or THE BEST FROM
AMERICAN CANALS Number | p. 27.)

Upward of a dozen of these boats are
nowy  under construction in Virginia, Wa
hope that interest in these boals and their
canals will spread, drawing new attantion
to the history end recreational potential
of thausands of miles of upland rivers and
steams, Bateaux are wasy to bulld and are
very adaptable: they can he trallered
about like a huge canoe for river voyages
ar to be used In a canal or riverTront
which needs publicity, or even be dis-
played in a shopping mall ar in a parade.
Towns which no longer have a canal can
even have canal-boat rallies!

With the help of otherz around tha
country, we are trying to learm more
aboul the types af historic white-wator
small crattused on different river systems,
and the locks, dams, canals, and other
nauigﬂtien improvements built for them.
I'd like to hear from anyone interested in
Lhe subject.

Bill Troul

“THE UNION CANAL
AND THE LEHMANS"”

A new book, bearing the ahove title
and containing 107 pages of editorial
material, nates and sketches, was pub-
lishad in 1985 by the Lebanon County
Historical Society, Lebanon, Pa. The
author is Dean fu“ Aungst, who s also
author of “The Two Canals of Lehanon
County'  published nearly 20 wvears
garlier. The book is primarily a record of
the continuous efforts of Resident
Enginesr William Lehman, and later his
san, Benjamin Lehman, to keep the
Unign Canal going during some ot its
most critical years. Intaresting excerpts
from William Lahman's diary are included;
tull reports by consulting engineer James
Warrall; and numerous  engineering
sketches of devices end improvements
made 1o the Union Canal, hefare and
after the 1856 enlargement program. A
schalarly study, which Union Canal
buffs will find of considerahle interest,
Inguiries may be made to the Lebanon
County Histarical Society, Lebanon, Pa.
17042,

CANAL CALENDAR

March 22, 12868 — CCHT Sympasium,
Anthracite |ran and Coal Mining,
Latayette Collene, Easton, Pa. Contact:
Lance Metz, Canal Museum, P.O.
Boux 877, Esston, Pa. 18044,

April 19, 1986 — Canul Society of
Ohio, Tour of tha Ohio & Erie Canal,
Mewcamerstown to Dresden; Tour of
Roscoe Village. Headguarters, the new
Roscoe  Village Inn. Contact: Ted
Kasper, 1980 Sedro Street, Cuyahaga
Falls, Ohia 442217,

April 19-20, 1986 — Canal Society of
MNew Jarsey Tour of the Schuylkill
Canal. Contact; Bill Moss, P.O. Box
127, Fanwood, N.J. 07023,

April 25-27, 1988 — Pennsylvania
Canal Sociaty Tour of the West Branch
susguehanna  Canal, Headguarters:
Sheraton Motlor  Inn, Williamspart,
Pennsylvania. Contact: Rabert Keintz,
R.D, 2, Bax 16, East Berlin, Pa.
17316,

May 17-18, 1986 — Canal Society of
Indiana, Annual Mecting, Fart Wayne,
Indiana. For details contact: Tam
Meele, 413 High Street, Ft. Wayne
46808,

May 30 - June 1, 1988 — Canadian
Canal Society Tour of the Chambly
Canal, 5t. Jean to Chambly and
return, on a Richelieu River Cruiser.
Program Committes: P.O. Box 1657,
St. Catharines, Ont. LZR 7K1,

May 31 - June 8, 1988 — Virginia
Canals and Mavigations Society. First
Annual James River Bateaux Festival
Race, Contact: Joeo Ayers, Bt 8,
Box 790, Columbis, Virginia 23038,

June 1, 1986 — Canal Society of New
Jersey,  Annual  Meeting and Tour
of the newly-dredged Delaware and
Raritan Canal. Contact: Bill Moss, P.O.
Box 127, Fanwood, N.J. 07023,

June 12-15, 1986 - Society tor
Industrial Archeology, 15th Annual
Conference, Cleveland, Ohio, Visits to
industrial sites along the Cuyahoga
River, Cleveland 1o Akron,

Page Three



A CLOSER LOOK AT THE TENN TOM . ..

By Addisan W. Austin

This /s the second saga of the adventures
af Addison Austin in the indomitable
“Yankee Doodle™ which we have
published. For the first, see AMERICAN
CANALS, Number 48, Fobruary 1984,

This was an all summer voyage that
lasted from carly May to mid Oectober
1985 on the trawler-type, pleasure
boal ““Yankes Doodle’. It included looks
at the Tennessee-Tombigbee Waterway,
Tennessee River, a bil of the Cumberland
River, the Ohio River and a faw miles of
the Allegheny River. Being a railfan, as
well a5 a canal buff, a3 number of railfan
tripe wara thrown in, most of them not
mentioned here, and 8 good deal of ex-
ploring by a motorcycle and a canoe
carried on board.

It had seemed that every boat that
wintered in the Bahamas intended to
make & trip north on the new waterway,
Even mare in Florida announced the
same jntention, Magazine articles added
to the excitement. With some concern
about crowded conditions in Mobile,
Alabama, we anchared out in the lower
and of Mobile Bay in order Lo arrive in
Mobile carly enough the next morning for
a berth and a shore trip to stock up an
supplies. This turned out to be an un-
needed precaution, hut Mobile Bay
pravided twea viewing surprises; loocns and
the endangered white pelican, a really
large white bird with black wingtips.

Mavigation Charts

Charts of the new Tenn-Tam Waterway
are not availahle at marinas in Maobile,
£0 & trip to the Army Corps of Engineers
otfice in the centar of the city was in
arder, Two relatively  expensive chart
books were reguired. One book for the
Black Warrior River, which starts near
Birmingham and flows to Mahile, and ane
for the new Tennesses-Tombighas, which
leaves the Black Warrior at Demopolis
and proceeds north to Pickwick Lake on
the Tennessce River.

While in town a side trip to the pre-
served battleship “Alabama’” seemed like
8 good idea, Very interesting, but parhaps
not tao  different from  the “‘Morth
Caralina”™ in Wilmington or the “Massa
chusetls” in Fall River. It is notewarthy
that the ships main guns are paintad
toward the north,

Tha "Yankee-Doodle'”, Addison Austin's
Trawler,

Page Faur

We passed this diesel-powered, sida-wheal Ferry an the Ohin near Cinginnati.

Despite NLOALACs promise of clear
weather, @ noon departure was undar
overcast skies through the amazinaly busy
port . of Mohile, We had heard that
Mabile's port business was down badly of
fate and the Tenn Tom was going to be
the needed boost for the ecanomy,
Passing through it was hard ta believe
activity was oft. A combination of falling
tide and river current did not allow for
much progress that first aflternoon and
the first night was spent in Canot Bayou
with the stern anchored and the bow tied
to a low Seaboard R.R. bridge, A lot of
train activity all night, The next morming
disclosed Canot Bayou was also a barge
parking area, a5 a number of barges had
been tied to trees next to shore owver
night,

Coffeeville Lock

The upriver trip to the first lock at
Coffeeville was much slower than ax-
pected, with quite strong river currents,
maorning fogs, an engine coolant hose
failure, and a side trip to explore the
remains of old |ock one. The lockmaster
at Colfesville said that Bohhy's Fish
Camp, Just upriver, had groceries, ice and
a restaurant. The haped for slack water
ahove the lock was not to be, with
currents as strong as below, making Lhe
stop at Bobby's a il tricky. &fter finally
getting lashed to a branch and a pro-
truding tree raot, it turpned out the fish
camp's restaurant only opened weekeonds,
there wauld be no fce until morning, and
the anly food available waes five-pound
and flarger bags of frozen local catfish.
Ancther bost limpad in with a bent
propeller from dabris In the river. The
trip to Demopolis, Alabama was through
continued strong currents, much debris
in  muddy waters, constant Mayflies,
views of turtles and often snakes. With
the strang current, anchoring could only
be dane in side streams. Even these had
strong  currents and  debris, Freguent

thunderstarms didn’ help. There were
few other pleasure boats on the river, but
a moderate number of commercial tows,
mostly codl going down river and empties
back up. Afrer anchaoring in a side stream
ona night, we must have spent an hour in
the morning freeing two anchor lines of
logs and small Lrees before we could get
underway. Since we were on tha boat and
they were in the water, tha profusion of
snakes was not a problem. Amazingly the
debris did not foul the engine cooling
water intake, bul did plug up a valve in
the maring toilet.

SOITATION OF
TENN-TOM
WATERWAY

| WAS THERE

Souvenir pins, sold &t the opening cere-
monies at Columbus, Mississippi, June
1, 1985.

A brand new marina greeted us at
Damaopalis, but their rates for everything
almost choked us. It could have casily
held a hundred fifty boats, bul there were
only cight al the docks and half of those
were waiting for repairs to damage from
river dehris, with owners complaining
ahout the slowness and cost. A radio
conversation  with  the lug “Caddo”™,
which was making & crew change in town,
told us the commercial Lraflic was using
the Black Warrior River from hera on
north, not the Tenn-Tom. Out of Demo-
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... AND THE OHIO RIVER

polis and up the new Tenn-Tom the
current was much less, the water a |ot
|ess muddy and most debris gone. Also &
lot less commercial Lraffic, bordering on
almost none. This meant breezing through
the locks with no waits. Praliminary radio
calls ta tha lackmasters seemed as though
they were being answerced by the president
of the chamber of commerce. Lock
Passages were easy with no turbulance
and clean, functioning, floating ballards,
Side streams now were too shallow for
avernight anchorages, so stops had lo be
made at wide spols in the waterway with
bow and stern anchors to stay clase and
parallal to the shore. In addition to the
required anchor light, & radar reflector
was mounted high.

Columbus, Miss.

Columbug, Mississippi did not have &
tancy new marina, but an adeguate little
ana, with friendly owners, unfortunately
located next to a very dusty soy bean
loading dock. Despite not seeing their
barges on the waterway, a lot of soy bean
loading was going an. The company's
interasting name was “Tom Soya”. A
happy meeting with some execulives of
the Columbus and Greenville Railroad
produced a raillan’s delight, an all night
freight train ride across the state, with a
bleary-eyed second all night trip bacl.
The rail wip provided a look down on
the Tenn-Tom from Lhe new, high rail-
road  bridge shared with tha llinois
Central Gult Railroad. The third night
was railroad office party time on the
“Nankee Doodle” with a lrip & short way
down river and back through the new
Columbus Laock. It was nearly a week to
take in the dedication ceremaonies (starting
June 1) at the Columbus Lock and all
local sights. The ceramonies sounded lass
and less interesting, as oppased to maving
on. Maving on won out,

The floating “bollards™ an the Teann Tom
made passage a cinch| They ride up and
down, with the water level, in vertical
tracks. {Austin photo.)
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The water became much clearer. The
huge Bay Springs Lock was every bit as
impressive as jt was supposad to be,
especially when the gates close and vou
are the only boat in the huge cavern. The
rise, even in this lock, was essy with
mirimal turbulance snd & floating bollard
for the whole eighty-tour fest of riga.
Tha DDivide section of the waterway Is
totally man made and mostly without
scenery. Pickwick Lake at the North end
made it worth while. Clear, warm waler
and dozens of deep protecled anchorages.
Arrival in the lake coincided with tha
watarway  dedication ceremonies at
Yallow Creek, a Mississippi state-run
commercial port set up 1o use the Tenn-
Tom. As seems always to be the case, the
talks were mediocre, the souvenir stands
not much better. Most of the expected
fleet of plaasure boats didn't make it.
A huge balloon release from & barge
hauled by the Corps Boat “Mississippi”
was guite impressiva,

Pickwick Lake is on the Tennessee River
and hare anain the barge traffic picked
up, Down river on the Tennessee to
Kentucky Lake with lots of canoe and
swim stops, then through a fairly new curt
avar to Barclay Lake and the Cumbearland
River, and down the little used Barclay
Lock. Seerms most of Lthe traffic on the
Cumberland ends up at Paducah, Ken-
tucky, and it is an easier run via the
Tennessea River, also using the now cul,

We Reach the Ohio

Arrival at the Ohio Hiver greated (s
once again with strong currants for an
upriver run. The Ohio does provide
interesting stops, Goodies like “Cave
In Rock,” Evansville, Louisville, local
muscums and tourist type sternwheelers.

An interesting side trip was to Frankfort,
Kentucky an the Kentucky River. The
Caorps of Engineers still operates three
very small antigue |ocks thal allow Lhe
almost non-existent commercial traffic
to Tlow between the Ohio River and
the Kentucky capitol, Upriver of Frank-
fort, the Srate of Kentucky has just
taken over weekend - only operation of
the furmerly closed locks far wall over a
hundred miles. Since wa wanted to attend
a spelenlogical caonvention in Frankfort,
we did not venture past. The river had
not been that scenie, although it is
reported to be quite pretty 8t 8 canyan
stelion some distance farther on. The
Kentucky Hiver tlows north, and as with
most othar narth tlowing rivers, the locals
claim it is the only one that does so,
While anchored overnight on the way
Back down river, the one commaercial tow
sten on the Kentucky went upriver at
two A.M. with a lnad at gravel,

Back on the Ohio, there was a tive hour
wail due to repairs at Markland Lock,
then on ta Cincinnati and a motorcycle
trip a short way down river to ride a
small, privately owned, sidewhes| ferry.
Rumor has it this little gem is far safe,
Another motoreyele trip from Cincinnati
took us to Metamora, Indiana and Lhe

¥ou ceEn't get through tha Bay Springs
Lock without taking a picture!

Whitewater Canal restoration. The chance
for a ride on a horse drawn canal boat
plus a steam railroad was not 1o be passed
up, It was the Fourth of July and a festjve
day everywhere, Almost. The “Yankee
Doodle” was Llied up at a public marina
near Riverfront Stadium, in downtown
Cincinnati. We returped from Metamora
anly to be turned away from the water
front by police. Seems hundreds of people
gathered in anticipation of a fireworks
display. Riots broke aut when they dis-
covared none were planned. Amazingly,
a narrow entryway from a parking lot
Lo Lthe maring was not barricaded and nar
too near the riots. It allowed a safe
return to an undamaged boat,

Trauhla at
Gallipnlis Lock

Upriver  fram  Huntington, W. Va,
Gallipolis Lock had its main chamber
shut down and commerciel tows werae

stacked deep on each side as spit |oads
wenl in and out of tha small chamber,
Stories of pleasure hoars glving up and
returning to Huntington after days of
waiting abounded. With fantastic good
fortune, the loclkmaster said if [ could do
sorme deft manuevering he would takea me
up between splits of & down baund tow,
This was a most cooperative offer. and all
worked out well. In aencral, the lock
people on the Ohio River are not the
“ambassadors  from  the chamber of
commerce “like on the Tann-Tam. They
also had a lat more traffic to handle.

One evening was spent docked at a
yacht club in Marietta, Ohio with a
motorcycle trip for dinner o Parkershurng,
W. Va. and the "Point-of-View" restaurant

{Canciuded on Page Six)

Page Five



A CLOSER LOOK ...

A side trip to Metamore, Indiana, was part of the fun, Here is the “Ben Franklin™, and
its horsa team, on the towpath along the re-watered Whitewater Canel. {(Austin photo.)

{Concluded from Page Five)

overlooking the Ohio River and Blenner-
hassett lsland. Good food, good wiew.
Anothar evening we ware anchored in the
Beaver River, just off the northernmost
part of the Ohio River. Couldn't help
but smile when a woman's voice called
from a passing boal, “welcoms to the
Bueaver™,

The last three locks getting to Pirtshurgh
turned out to ba the poorest on thea trip.
MNo flaating bollards, but Instead the old
method of passing up long lines for lock
personnel to sccure to fixed cleats, Harsh
chamber walls and the need to switch
fender boards from one side to the other
gt each new lock didn't help.

Wa Turm South Apgain
at Aspinwall

The wip lurned around al Aspinwall
Maring, 8 few miles upriver from the
Golden Triangle an the Alleghany River,
but only after a good look at the local
sights, including a fantastic trolley net-
work to the suburbs snd & set of
heautitully presarved incline rall cars
up the hill on the south side of the
Monongahela.

Back down the Dhio, this time with a
stop at Blennerhassert [sland tor a harse
drawn tour, a pizza at a Pizza Hut private
dock, and & run alongside the tug “"Major”,
a redlly fast moving dissel-powered, stern-
whaeler that throws up a lot of water
around it5 fast revolving paddies. Fueled
up at a tug stop in Catlettsbury, W. Va,
tor tha amazing prica of ./4% per gallon
of dissel fuel, Most mornings were Togoy
and involved a couple hours of radar
running.

Paga Six

We had a lengthy delay at Maldahl Lock
whila a chambar was being cleaned, The
Coast Guard notice to mariners macde no
mention of it, but noted il would be
closed the next day. Markland Lock
invalved & long wail as Lhe small chamber
was closed, and again nothing on the
broadeast notice to mariners. Calling the
Coast Guard on the radio and Infarming
them at the situation did not change the
notice, even though they “would look
into it", The notice to mariners also did
not mention closed periods for Lhe lock
on the Tennessee River at Kentucky
Lake, but overheard radio conversation
made it quite clear thare was a prohblem.
A call to Barclay Lock on the Cumber-
land, the alternative, confirmed it was
operating without a8 problem, but on
arrival, it too, had a restricted schadule,
By luck, timing worked out wall,

Propaller Damage

In passing back through Pickwick Lake
we managed to hit a submerged “somie-
thing"' and bent both prop and shaft.
The damage seamed minimal and with the
known strang currents far the down hill
run to Mebile, judicious throttle use
should allow the “¥Yankee Doodle” (o
make it to that port without much delay.
Ag It turned out the bend was worse than
thought and the strong currents of spring
had faded away to almost nothing. 11 was
a slow trip, with much vibration,

A most pleagant stop was made ar
Amary, Mississippi for the railfan weak-
el of the Magnolia State Railread, a
steam-povwered tourist operation on the
tracks of the Missippian Railroad. It was a
graat treat to see a steam-pulled freight
train right out of the 1950s on the banks

of the Tenn-Tom. We had arrived there a
few days early and helped with clean-
up on the locemotive, which netted us a
great locomotive cab ride, This shortline
railroad has no way to turn the locomo-
tives around, so they must run backward
half of the time. Reminiscent of the
battleship  “Alabama’s” guns  pointed
north, these lovomotives run with their
hacks to the north. | often realized | was
running in enamy territary with a boat
named ""Yankee Doodle”,

A new operator at the maring in Demo-
polis had lowered prices and greatly
improved  attitude, Business was  up.
Business an tha whole watearway was up
greatly from the springtime, hoth pleasure
and commercial, bul could hardly be
called bustling, Here and there new
commercial docks were under construc-
tion. Soma that were under construction
in tha spring were finished, but unused,
On some work had stopped. The soy bean
barge loaders were quile busy. A load of
coal wenl by one nighl, downstream, on
the new Tenn-Tom section, Tha harbor
at Maobhile was still quite husy,

General Impreszion

A couple of impressions, The watarway
and tha (Jhio River are interesting to see,
Once. | hope business picks up on the
Tenn-Tom., | hope the Coast Guard
sharpens up on the Ohio. The possibility
of underwater damage is vary prasent on
hoth systems. Carry adequate supplies on
the Tenn-Tom. The people of Mississippi
ﬁun’t appreciate what a greal state they

e,

For further detalfls of the thousands of
miles of travef by the author over the
infand waterways of USA, contact fim
by mail, as he is seidom there] st fiis
New England anchorage — PO, Box B850,
South MNorwalk, Conpecticut 5854,

“MERRITT -CANADIAN
BEFORE HIS TIME"”

While hest known for his building of the
first Welland Canal {1829}, William
Hamilton Merritt was also  a  sailor,
soldiar, a successful business man, a
palitician, a trader and a builder of
ridges, In this 92-page paperback by
Jack Williarns, published in 1985, Merritl's
many other achievements are reveasled,
along with the personal side at this
remarkahle man. One little-known fact
about him was his promotional wark,
and supervision, of the building of the
first  international bridge @cross  the
Miagars River (185%5) — a suspension
gtructure, started by Charles Ellet and
complated by John Raebling, which
became ane of the wonders of the Warld,
Several striking photos of this bridge are
included amaong the other ilustrations in
the book., Available Tfrom Stonehouss
Publications, 17 Queen Street, 5t.
Catharines, Ontario L2H 5GE, Canada,
at $10.95 (Canadian) post-paid.
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MEMBERSHIP

It has been several years since we
Rave anmalyred our American Canal
Socicty  membership  distribution,
During the past yesr we have gained
about HS new members. Here is the
situation as of January 30th, 1886:

BLELD: a1 R e 124
MNew York State .. .00y .. 104
Pewdersdy o il L &7
Y ol e e S R A R 514
% T SRR R S et E) 49
TN oy e . 48
CANATIY o 03 e e T 34
e s e e A i e el 28
BTy n (=7 k[l o P e 27
7 TS T T o | R e 25
EYRIAES: oo cs ol ik R ety eEad 18
B P R L PRI U 18
District of Calumbia , .. ... ... 18
InaFana . o . e a e i v 18
L T - 17
| i = e e N g 18
T T T T SO RO | 12
MBI - v e s s B
West Virginig . . .. oo v v vn v a
Marth-Caralima .. . o0 i i G
N g
Washington State. . . 0 0 ohv.. 5
INSETINI. i v ot st e B
Delaware . . . . . et e R R 2]
T IEL 1 T s
VBT A e e 4
TENTES58E & v cov vowveer wr smrs 3
HERe T o R AN 3
PRSSOLIL, . voews e e e e 3
South Caeolina .o o000 D00 3
ST 1 e i ol il 2
T T S e oy 2
P i e RS SR S P ok T 2
ol Daleata S Comnnin o Rl 2
et T s, SR ool 2
T T PR R 2
Hawaii. » vovwcwven ey 2
AUBBRME. ©ooes s i 2 o |
MISSIBEHPET ¢ « v coctvm e vm ve s —A
e P e e R R L LR |
Mew Maxicn. , . ... oo 1
e T g s 1
2 o T el O e Y 1
N s v o e oy e i
B L e o o s, v 1
Swileerland . .. .. .. 1
Qatar, Arabic Guif, . ... ..o 1
A Y UL LA O e 762

ACS Seoretary-Treasurer Charlie Derr
is currently in the process of re-
invoicing a Tew ACS memhbers who
have not responded to the 1986 Dues
Invoice sent out in early Movemboer.,
We need your dues payment to keep
ghead of our printing and mailing
costs. |t you are ane of those who is
reminded by Charlie that your 1986
dues remain wunpaid, please respond at
once., Otherwise, we will (reluctantly]
be forced to remove yvour name from
our mailing list, and this is the {ast
issue of AMERICAMN CAMALS that
you will receive.

AMERIGAN CAMALS, NO, 56 - February 1986

ON THE BLACK RIVER CANAL

ACS Vice President Sif McKelvey sent us tha abova photo, made sametime around the
year 1900. It shows the Dalta Dam and Black River Canal Aqueduct, with a flight of
threa locks in tha background, by-passing the dam, The Black River Canal ran 76 milas
from Homa to Carthage in upper New York State, to make a connection hetween the
Erie Canal and Lake Ontario. According to McKalvay, the dam and aqueduct are still

in geod condition today.

WAS THE COLOR DRAWING ON THE MIDDLESEX?

Aflong with ACS Bufletin 54, for August

1885, we distributed a lerge color print of

g vanel-fock scene by Artist Ban Bals,
and asked if anyone could identify the
focale of the picture. ACS Vice President
Bill Gerber thinks fhe may have the
answer. Here is fus letter:

Regarding the origin of the picture that
ACS recently distributed, | posed the
question “could it be from the Middle-
sex?” to Fred Lawson, of Billarica,
Massachusetts. Fred has extensively re-
searched the canal, helped to found the
Middlesex Canal Association and has
sarvad on its Board of Directors and as its
histarian.

Fred suggested that the scene may well
be from the Middlesex and, if =0, is
probably of the area at the north end of
Hom Pond, at the bottom of the
Stoddard Locks. Also the boat may well
b tha "Governor Sullivan™,

| want out and |ooked the arca over,
also checked out the MCA's Guide, Mary
Stetson Clark’s book “The Old Middlesex
Canal” and Lewis Lawrence's unpublished
manuscript “The Middlesex Canal™, |
sgree with Frad but think that the artist
attemptad to produce a generalized canal
seene, working from some of the specific
features in the vicinity of Horm Pond,

[he scene appears to be an adapted and
comprassad “mirror image’ of the locks,
the buildings and the background as they
would have appeared from the bottom of
the three tweo-lock staircases that once
extendaed from the Horn Pond Houwse up
into the town of Woburn, Of these, the
bottom  “pair’” were of granite blocks
{like the locks in the picture) while the
twa pairs ahove were of wood construe-
tion. The locktender's “shack®™ s almost
identical Lo the one preserved in Chelms-
ford, on the Common. The house, to
which it is artached, appears to be a one
and a half story wersion of the original
two story Horn Pond House, though thar
house sctually stood a little hit turther
hack fram the canal. The attached
stable/shed is almost identical Lo that of
the Horn Pond House. The steeple in the
background is somewhat similar to that
of the First Congregational Church in
Woburn. Beginning about 1803, the
Middlesax Canal Co. operated twu packel
boats on the canal, the “George Washing-
ton’” (which Fred tells me had a peaked
roofl and the “Gowernor Sullivan”,
which had a lat root (like the boat in the
picture)], The "Washington" was remuoved
from service about 1804, The “Sullivan”
continued in service for many years
thereafter, still being advertised in 1835.

Paga Sevan



THE MINDEN AQUEDUCT

Ornate edifice housing the lift-gate on the Minden Lock, which lowers or raises the
boats seventy feel between canal and rivar levels. The lock is shown full, in this view,

lift gate closed.

By Briuce Russefl

The Mittleland (Midland} Canal iz an
artificial channel in Germany extending
from the Oder Rivar in the east to the
Rhine River in the west, with branches
where needed to serve coal mines or other
areas of industrial activity. At each end it
was planned to connect with other canals
being built which weould penetrate as
tar east as the coal fields of Silesia and as
far west as the Rhine River, Germany's
IZ[USJe‘a'l. commercial waterway. Construc-
tion began about 1902,

The Mittleland Canal, as constructed,
now runs from Magdaeberg (in Communist

View of a Polish boat in tha main lock
chamber at Mindan. It is rising from the
level of the River Weser to the level of the
Mittleland Canal. About 50% of the boats
passing through Minden are Polish vessels.
The Minden complex also contains a
smaller lock used only by pleasure craft.
{Photo by Bruca Russell.)

Poyges Eaglil

Eazt Garmany) 1o the Rhine in the heart
of one of West Germany's greatest in
dustrial regions. It was opened Lo through
traffic in 1921, a distance of about 380
miles. On the Magdebery end the canal
has direct connections with the navigahls
Elbe River as wall az with various other
man-made  waterways which extend
through Berlin into Poland and ultimately
to the Soviet Union. On its woslern ex-
tremity at Rheine the Mittleland llows
inta the Ems, an important and navigabla
river which flows from the North S&3 to
Munster in central Germany. Also at
Rheine  direct connections  with  the
Dortmund-Ems  Canal allow boats to
reach Lhe Rhing River.

At Minden, a modearate size city situated
mid-way hetween Essen and Hanover,
the Mittleland Canal crosses the navigable
River Weser on Euwropes longest canal
aqueduct. Although Jittle known 1o
American Canal enthusiasts, the Aqueduct
at Minden is visited regularly by canal
and inland waterway buffs from Great
Britain and elsewhere in Eurape, A series
af shart connecting canals and two major
lock structures allow vessels 1o pass from
the Mittleland Lo the Weser and vica
versa even though the two waterways are
at different lavelg. Each day during a 24
haur period hundreds of self propelled
canal boats, carrying a wide range of
cargoes, pass through Minden, making it
ong of the worlds busiast places for
inland watarway tratfic.

The River Weser flows on 3 north-south
axis from the porl of Bremerhaven on the
Morth Sea to Kassel, an industrial city
situated in the central sector of West
Germany, and j5 navigable for its entire
length of about 260 miles.

At Minden waterborn traffic is so heavy
on the Mittleland Canal that a hoat pasges

over the Agueduct on an average of once
every 10 minutes. At night the entire
area is illuminated by floodlights and the
procession never cesses. Benaath the
Agueduct thers i a vessel on the Weser
at laast every 20 minutes, and at several
times during the course of the day une
craft is Irterally on top of tha other,
Without fail the crews wave and blow
their harns as hoth vessels pass at different
levels. The Mittleland Canal Agueduct at
Minden, (length spproximately 2200
feet) carries a pedestrian walkway along-
side its water Tilled trough, so itis possible
to have & elevated view of this fascinating
seene, On any given day |ocal towns-
people as well as tourists come hare to
observe the activity, The novelty of
seeing two boals passing over and under
one another never seems to wedar off.
Generally speaking, 85 soon as one vessel
on aither the river or the canal passes
this point, another one can be seen
approaching in the distance. As it nears
the sound of the powerful maring diesels
can bhe clearly heard, and sometimes a
whitf of black smoke is vizible,

The Minden Agqueduct was ariginally
built of dressed and cut stone, neatly
fitted together and bonded with mortar.
The actual water carrying trough was jiron
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This map shows the unusus! water “intar-
change” at Minden, West Germany, whara
Mittlaland Canal crosses the Weser River,
The Minden Aqueduct is shown in the
upper right scctor.
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and sealed with bitumin. During: the
closing days of World War 1l it was
heavily damaged, both by Allled hombs
as well az daliberate sabotage by the
Garmans in a wvain effort o halt the
British and American military advance,
In the postwer period rebuilding aceurred
and the metal trough was replaced with
a reinforcad concrete one resting on some
af the original stone piers from the 1918
era aqueducl. The visual effect is not as
appealing #s when the entire structure
was built of stone blocks, as evidenced by
pictures and paintings in the Minden
town museum. Mevertheless the lour
arnate stone gatehousos with their red
tile raofs have been relained (two at each
end of the water trough) and provide a
link with the canal’s earlier days. Two
arches actually span the main channel of
the Rivar Weser, while the remuinder take
tha canal across a swampy marsh. Thus
the foundations for Lthese arches had o
be dug deep and may be resting on
wooden pilings driven inta the mud, The
newy concrete water traugh appears to be
completely and totally watertight, and
observations by this author who walked
heneath them revealed no evidence af any
leakage or dripping.

Canal "Cloverleaf’

In addition 1o allowing one of Europe's
most heavily trafficed canals to pass avar
one of its busicst navigable warerways,
the Minden Agqueduct is also part of a
unigue complex ot interconnecting waler-
ways which permit boats (o leave the
Mittleland and enter the Weser and vica
wersa, When viewed lrom the air what
immediately comes to mind Is a cloverleaf
arrangement. Boats heading in a weslerly
direction can eross the Agueduct and
make a right turn into a smaller connec-
ting waterway. From here they procesd
to g logk chamber which permits them to
drop approximately 60 feet from the
level of the canal to that of lhe river
helow. Onece lockage is complete and the
lewer gates are opened, the boat enters a

A group of tourists on the walkway of the Minden Agueduct vbserve one boat passing
at the upper level, while anothar boat passes on the Weser River below.

second connecling weterway or channe
which merges into the River Weser from
where it can proceed north  loward
Bremerhaven and the Morth Sca.

During my day at Minden last summer it
appeared that svery third vessel crossing
the Agueduct in a westbound direction
mada this maneuver in order to proceed
narth rather than directly west via the
Mittleland Canal. The reverse maneuver
was  also  observed, with  southbound
vessels leaving the Weser and using the
Minden lock to reach the leval ot the
canal from whence they continued |n
either an easterly direction across Lhe
Agueduct ar towards the west and the
Rhine River. Due to heavy traffic levels
the Minden lock chamber, which appears
to be an origingl 1821 structure is in
conlinuuus operation all day and all
night. An ohservation platfonn atop the
structura  permits  visilers to  watch

This view of the north side of the Aqueduct shows the ditfarence between Lhe original
stone and the modern concrate structure, Since the Minden Aqueduct was built in the
age of steam power thare was never g need for 8 tow path. {Pholo by Bruce Russell )
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lacking action, as well as to talk to the
crews prior o descent into the 70 foot
deep chamber, Furthermare this large
lock has a twin towered control center
plus administralive oflices and a visitors
area where refreshments, posters, and
souvenirs are  available. Everything at
this point is in pristine condition, and
surrounding the buildings are lNlower
heds and neatly rimmed hedges and
other evidence of Teutonic efficiency.
At all times | was conscious ot the fact
thatl thiz was 8 very busy place and one
afl the nerve centers of Europe's inland
waterway and canal network,

Smaller Alternata

A osimilar arrangement, but with smaller
dimensions occurs on the opposite side
ol the canal, It also enables baats to pass
from the Mirtlefand to the Weser and in
ravarse direction, but secs infreguent use,
The Increasing size of Europesn inland
waterway corafl to the largest possible
dimensioms  has rendered it redundant
except for occasional use by pleasure
hoats or canal maintenance vessels, The
leck  chamber and ils control house
seemed 10 be unatiended so that advance
arrangements are needed to get someong
fram the main lock to come ower and
operate the mechanism.

Minden, its Agueducl and Locks, is a
“must soe' for any American canal or
inland  waterway enthusiast and  an
entire day should ke spent there Lo savor
the activity. Minden, Wesl Germany, iz
masily reached by modern  intercity
passenger Lrain from almast any point in
Europe, and the Aqueoduct and Lock
complex is about 3 miles from the main
passenger stalion. A short hus or taxi ride
will get you Lhere, and the abservation
decks and visitor's center are open from
6 a.n. until midnight. Refreshments are
available, and bookings for excursion
boats can also be made. The vicinity of
the Angueducl and Locks is landscapod
10 resemble w park, and many Germans
spend a day here with picnic lunches. 11
is a rewarding expericnoe,

FPage Mine



FARMINGTON CANAL ON “REGISTER”
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The Canal Agueduct whers the Farmington Canal crossed the Farmington River in
Farmington, Connacticut, (Copy of an old painting by R. J. Holden, supplied by the
Canton Historical Society.).

John W. Shannahan, the State Historic
Preservation Officer for Connecticut has
recently announced that about 23.5 miles
of the old Farminaton Canal in Connecti-
cut has been enrolled on the Mational
Register of Historic Places effective
Septernber 12, 1985,

The Mational Register of Historic Places
is the official list of historic properties
recognized by tha Federal Government
as worthy of preservation for their
significance In American history, architec
ture, archeolody, engingering and culture,
Located in the Mational Park Service,
Department of the Interior, the program
is part of a national policy to coordinate
and support public and privete efforts to
identify, ewvaluate, and protect our
cultural and natural resources, and is
maintained by the Secretary of the
Interior under provisions of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1866,

One of our ACS Directors, Arthur W.
Sweeton 11l of Canton Center, Connecti-
cut, has been interested in the Farmington
Canal, having collectad information on its
history, including a copy of the MPS
nomination form. The nomination form,
or application, for the enrollment on the
Mational Register . . . containg a wealth
af information (B9 - B % 11" pages)
including: location; existing surveys;
summary of original construction;
summary of district extent and contents:
summary  statement of significance;
secondary works; Quadrangle map names
(U.5.G.5. 1:24,000); U.T.M. reference;
drawings; maps; photographs; biblic-
graphies of sources. Copies of this
nomination form are on file at the
Connecticut State Praservation Office, at
the Hartford Public Library, and Public
Library of New Haven.

Page Ten

The two principal criteria for inclusion
of canal remains within the historic
district were: both sides of the canal
prism are substantially intact, wisually
showing the full profile as well as the
course of the canal; and no laler intrusions
significantly detract from this visual
indication. So, selectad for enrollment
were 25 discontinuous sections totalling
about 23.5 miles, of the original 56 miles
of the Farminglon Canal in Connecticut.
These sections are in the towns of New
Haven, Hamden, Chashire, Sauthingtan,
Plainvilla, Farmington, Avon, Simsbury,
East Granby, Granby, and Suffield.

E-inrnel Fa_rrnlr}gtu:-n Canal scenes have
been  imaginatively and vividly rscon-
structed in several paintings made by R.J.
Holden in the 1970° for the Farmington
Library, the Canton Historical Society,
and the Plainville Historic Center, 29
Pierce Street, Plainville, CT.

The Farmington Canal Corridor Associa-
tion, ¢fo Mrs. Ruth Hummel and Melvin
Schneidermeyer (Box 24, Plainville, CT
08082) has been instrumeantal for the last
tan wears in publicizing the Farmington
Canal, fts history, maps, pictures, and
artifacts, and in promoting its enrellment
gln the Mational Register of Historic

a0es.

The above information was supplied by
ACS Director Arthur W. Sweeton |[II.
For a comprehensive history of the
FARMINGTON CANAL (sometimes
calied the “New Haver and Northampton
Canal™) see the article by Bernard Heinz
in Issue Numbar 48 of AMERICAN
CANALS for Fabruary 1984,

1987 ACS — CCS MEET

So successful was the combined meeting
of the Canadian and American Canal
Societies at Peterborough, Ontario last
year that another get-together of the
two Societies is planned for the Spring
of 1887, It will be held in Syracuse, New
York, the week-end of May 15-17, 1987
— the fifth anniversary for the Canadian
Canal Socisty and the fifteanth annivar-
sary ot the American Canal Society.

Activities will ba centered around the
Canal Musaum at Syracuse, with visits to
points of interest on the Oswego and
Erie Canals, a voyage on “Emita ||”
glong a section of the present Eria Canal,
and a trip along the restared old Erje
section at Rome on the “Independence.””
There will also be a visit to the Eric Canal
Village, Forl Stanwix, and a ride “hack
of steam™ on the Home and Fort Bull
Aailroad. The week-end will open with a
Wine and Cheese “lce Broaker’” Party
on Friday evening. Dr. Bill Hullfish and
his canal-singing group will provide
entertainmant after the Saturday evening
bhanouet,

The Meating Committee Is already at
work: Lou Cahill, ACS Canadian Director;
Debbie Stack, of the Canal Museum at
Syracuse; Hayward Maddan, ACS and
CCS Director; and Bill Shank, ACS Tour
Chairman,

Canal Societies in the Mortheast are
advised to note the date of May 15-17,
1987 and plan their 1987 activities
schedules accordingly, so they will not
find themsalves in conflict with this
impartant week-anc!

HAER — CLAPHAM LOCK

S5am Hopper, President of the Virginia
Canals and Mavigations Saciety has sent
us the following report, as published in
“The Tiller”, VC & NS newsletter:

Clapham's Double Lock on the Goose
Creck and Little River Mavigation was
successfully recorded Tor the Historic
American Engineering Record [(HAER)
on 17 Movember 1984, Tha lock is located
an  the Xerax Management Training
Centar property a few miles south of
Leesburg where Goose Croek empties into
the Potomac. Previous attempts to record
the lock had been thwarted by high water
levels, heavy wvegetation in tha river
hattam, training center schedules, and
the schedules of the recording cwperts
and nonexperts. A working party of &
dozen people was gathered on short
notice when all factors becama favorahle
and the weather cooperated. The group
was equally divided between the Polomac
Chapter, VC & NS and the Montgomary
C. Meigs Original Chapter (MCMOC] of
the Society for Industrial Archeology.

Clapham's Lock was completed about
1850. It is a double lock that lowered
boats into & short channel connecting
with Goose Creek wherea it antars the
Potomac. It is a douhble lock, each
chamber measuring about 113" wide by
52’ long, half the size of the locks on the
C & O Canal across the river,
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HAER CHECKLIST:
1969-1985

The Historic American Engineering
Record (HAER) is our favorite govern-
ment agency, in charge of monitoring and
recarding America’s industrial heritage —
including historic canals. It might also he
the world's smallest government agency:
in fact, we shauld be thankful that
HAER is there at all, and see that it isn't
deleted in a budget cut!

HAER has just published their HAER
CHECKLIST: 71968-18B6, a 91-page
camputar listing of the 1177 struclures
and sites which they heve documented so
far. The navigetion canal sites are tha
QOuachita Lock & Dam, Arkansas; the
Potomac (Alexandria Canal) Agueduct,
D.C.; the Augusta Canal and district,
Georgia; the linois & Michigan, and
Sanitary canals, Illinois {5 sites): the
Lowell Canal system (26 sites) and the
Lawrence Canal, Massachusetts; Lhe
Chesapeake & Ohio Canal (14 sites), and
the Chesapeake & Delaware Canal,
Marylend; the Morris Canal (14 sites),
Mew Jersey; tha Erie Canal (7 sites), the
Black River Canal, and the Champlain
Canal, New York, the Willamette Falls
Locks, Oregon; Davis lsland Lock and
Dam, the Unien Canal, the Lehigh (8
sites) and the Delawars & Hudson's
Delaware Agueduct, Pennsylvania; the
Blackstone Canal (7 sites), Rhode [sland;
and the Patomac Canal at Great Falls, the
James River & Kanawha Canal (7 sites,
including Humpback Bridge), Virginia,
We can add to that the recantly completed
drawings of the Goose Creek and Little
Rivar Mavigation in Virginia. The check
Ilst is available from HAER, Mational
Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20013

Copies of the drawings and documenta-
tion ara avallable from the Architecture,
Design & Engineering Collections, Prints
and Photegraphs division, Library of
Congress, Washington D.C. 20540, phone
(202) 2876388,

With a limited budget and staff, HAER
has ralied heavily on volunteer work and
private funding Lo produce these records,
Those who feel that an archetypical canal
site has bean laft out should ask HAER
how to arrange and fund a recording
party.

WEST BRANCH CANAL TOUR

Members of the American Canal
Society are invited to participate with
the Pennsylvanla Canal Society in a
tour of the little-known Wesl Branch
Susgquechanna Canal, April 25-27, 1886,
Tour headquarters will be the Sheraton
Motor Inn, Williamsport, Pa. The West
Branch Canal ran 71 miles betwaan
MNorthumberland sand Bald Eagle Dam,
south of Lock Haven. At this point it
matde a junction with the Bald Eagle
and Spring Creek Mavigation, which
ran on to Belfonte, Pa. For further
details, contact Rabert Keintz, R.D. 2,
Box 15, East Berlin, Pa. 17316.
Phone: {717) 266-8831,
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French Canal Tour Planned

A power-boat, draped with lock fenders, on tha Canal du Rhona a Seta in southarn
France. The Constance Tower is in the background. {Sent by Tom and Mar Hahn,
during a racent trip along the French Canals.)

TRAFFIC ON SEINE BACK
AS LOCKS ARE OPENED
From Diana Gaddas, Parls

ACY Director Roger Sguires, [ondon,
England, sends tha folfawing clipping
from “The Timas™ dated Seprember 4,
1885

Buat tralfic on the Seine returnad to
normal here yestarday atter the Govern-
meant recpaned locks around the capital,
which it had closed over the weekend
“for reasons of security” — but in fact to
stop more barges joining a protest
blockade in the city.

Aboul 30 baerges moored side-hy-sida
across the Seine near the Pant da la
Concorde at the weekend, hlocking river
traffic in protest over a slump in their
trade in the past month and against a
steady decline in general, Only 2,500
working barges are left in France, a third
of that 15 years ago.

The immadiate crisis was provoked by a
suddan fall in demand for barges to trans-
port cereals, usually their main activity at
t!‘lis time of year. The average waiting
time for a barge cargo is 25 days. An
“emergency plan”  proposed by  the
Govarnmant on Friday failed 1o satisfy
tha bargemen, who fear that their futura
s at risk,

The plan includes provisions for harge-
men o retira on full pension at B0
instead of 65; the Governmenl buying
boats |ess than 60 years old and in a8 good
state of repair for between 100,000
francs (£8,400) and 500,000 francs
depending on size; grants to scrap older
or damaged hoats: and a vocational
ratraining programme for younger barge-
mean.

ACE Vice President Bill Gerber is
planning & conducted tour of the French
Canals for August 8 - 24, 1986, To dete
about twenty peopls have axpressed an
interest in going with him, Two possibili-
ties: the Mantes Canal in Brittany or the
Canal du Midi in southern France. (Dr.
Roger Squires, ACS Director in the UK,
recommends the Midi.)

The tour would begin In Parls, with
boat-pick-ups arranged for mid-weck
leustomary in France). Extra time would
be available for sightzaeing in Paris, a
possible tour ot the wine country, and
even olimbing up Mont Blanc, for the
more athletic] Bill Gerber estimates that
with APEX mir Tares to Paris, boat rentals,
meals, etc., you are looking at trip costs
of about 51600 per person. The exchange
rate of the Franc to the dollar is in our
favor at this time.

For further details contact William E.
Gerber, Jr., 16 Princess Avenue, Chelms-
ford, Massachusetts 01883, Early action
15 advised, Bs 8 commitment {and down
payment] for airlines and boat reser
vations will be needed soon. Bill has
conducted several very successful group
trips to Europe.

STEAMBOATS

ON THE ERIE
According to Bill Warren Mueller,
Editor of STEAM BOAT MNEWS,

{Middlebaurne, West Virginia) a steam-
boat flotilla is planned for the Erie
Canal, to arrive at New York Harbor
July 4, 18986 in time for “Miss
Liberty's" Birthday.
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DREDGING ON THE D. AND R.

The fallowing item on the dredging of
the Delaware and Raritan Canal was
written by Jean Brandes of the Sunday
Star-Ledger, December 8, 1985, [t was
sent us by Levere M. Laesa. /nformation
o future improvements was sent by
Bill McKelvey, as puldished by Jean
,!:%nﬁdes in the sarme paper, January 12,

The Delaware and Raritan Canal is to ba
officially reopened next week, when
watar flow is restored to half of the 60-
mile canal that was drained for a two-year
dredging project,

The 20 million project o remove
sediment and debriz from a 32-mile
streteh of the historic canal will culminate
in a8 ceremony tha weeak of Dec. 16,
according to Rocco  Ricel. executjve
divector of the New Jersey Water Supply
Authority.

Built in 1934 as a waterway for barges,
the canal is the water source for 600,000
persons in the central part of the stata.
The canal also is the backbane of the
D&R Canal State Park, an important
recreational resource,

The D&R begins as a feeder canal just
north of Stockton in Prallsville and Nows
parallel to the Delaware River, south to
Lambartville and Trenton., The main
canal flows northeast and ends at New
Brunswick, the head of navigation on the
Raritan River.

Ricci said the last time the canal was
dredged was in the 18605, Since then,
sediment had built up to the point where
flow in the summer months was reduced
from 65 million gallons per day to about
8 million to 12 million gallons par day.

Water companies drawing water from
the system include the Elirabethtown
Water Co., Middlesex Water Co., and
municipal waler companies in New Bruns
wick and Morth Brunswick.

James Amon, execulive director of the
D&R Canal Commission, said the overall
impact of the project has besn “axtramely
favorable.”

In addition to improving the canal’s
water-carrying capacity, the projest has
also enhanced the histaric and recreational
fratures of the 680-mile canal park, he said,

He soid the canal’s basic structure
remains undisturbed, no now channels
were duy snd the canal’s historic width
and depth ara the same as when it was
construated,

A 512.8 million pragram to enhance the
Delaware and Raritan Canal State Park
over the next 10 yvears was presented at
three public meetings during the week ot
January 13th.

James Amon, execulive direclor of the
D&R Canal Commission, describes the
development plan as “'a very reasoned and
very modest proposal,” and one that is
long overdue,

The top priorty projects  include
establishing a canal boat ride in Lambert-
ville, “the linchpin™ to the development
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of the area as a “major recreation and

]

tourist attraction.” It would cost $2.7

million.

The commission alse placed highest
priority on accomplishing the following
projects, also slated tor 1986 and 1987,
at 3 cost of $3.7 million:

= Create a path on a seven-mile railroad
right c-f-war between  Prallsville  and
Lambertville.

= Stabilize mill buildings at Prallsville
and develop access.

s« Restore railroad bridges and develop
access at Lockatang Creek (Hunterdon)
and Moare's Creck (Morcer),

+ Estahlish a major access area at Scudder
Falls, pravide picnic and parking areas,
restore historic houses.

« Landscape canal park in Titusville and
Glen Afton area of Trenton.

= Create four-mile path along canal In
Trenton from Lower Ferry Road to Old
Ruse Streel.

= Restore four historic canal houses in
Mercer and Somerset countigs.

» Restore South Bound Brook
iIMpProve aCCess.

lock,,

PRESIDENT'S
MESSAGE
{Concfuded from Page One)

can see it your favorite capal is on the list
and has an index sheat write-up,

Tha Amarican Canal Guide to New
Yark 5 also off to a start under Wilson
Greathatch and Dave Wahl. |f yvou want
to help | can put you in touch with them.
I'm finishing up the canal guide to
Kentucky and West Virginia, and will
get started on Virginia, Wa need to get
started on other states,

A numhar of members have told us of
their canal excursions, so we are building
up a roster of experts. One of them, |
hope, will agree Lo head our Navigable
Canals Committee. For example, Wilson
Greathatch had an article in the October
17, 1884 CLARENCE BEE describing his
family's epic cance voyage, paddling,
rowing and sailing along  the entire
Erie Canal. Addizon Austin writes that he
has no phone hecause he's abways away
travelling an his boat!

Charlie Derr's Operations and Main
tenance Committee now has & lew
contacts, including Al Cellay from (lhio
and Bob Kamp from Mew York. Mow we
are in a better posilion to field practical
guestions Trom  those involved with
operating canals and parks.

David Kimmerly in Pennsylvanid writes
that he is espacially intarested in the
presarvation of neglected canal towns and
settlements which developed at locks and
basing, and can help with historic and
geographic research for Metional Register
nominations.

Many Lhanks again to those who
responded. We'll do our best to take up
yOur suggestions. Keep writing!

BILL TROUT

CANAL BASIN AND LOCK RESTORATION

Un December 12, 1985 a mecting took
place at the Susquehanna Museum aof
Havre de Grace, Maryland, to discuss tha
reveatering of the old Canal Basin af the
ausquehanna and Tidewater Canal and
the rebuilding of the outlet lock o the
Susguechanna River from Llhis basin, The
meeting was called by C, Jay O'Dall, Tida
Water Administrator for the Maryland
Department of Matural Resources, who is
interested in providing a “yrowing area”
for very young Shad in the old 5. & T,
Basin. The Shad would be trucked in
from fish hatcheries and released to the
River after reaching a length of about two
inches.,

Prasant at the maeeting weara: David
Craig. Director of Public Works, Havre
de Grace; John Underwood, Head of the
Maryland Youth Conservation Corps;
Linda Knight, one of the Youlth Con
gsarvation Corpe leaders; Charles Mont-
gomery, P.E. and Ellsworth Shank of the

focal Archeological Sociely, David R.
Hall, P.E,, of Frederick Ward Associates,
gnginesrs, Bel Air, Maryland: and William
Shank, P.E., canal histarical arvizsor,

Since the meeting, 1t has been learned
that Frederick Ward Associates have been
psked to draw up detailed plans for the
restoration of hoth lock and basin, with
the State providing funds for the plans,
When the project reaches the construction
stage, the Maryland Youth Conservation
Corps may assist with soma of tha work
involved.

With thic issue of AMERICAN CANALS
we are including a smafl brochure showing
the canal area to be up-mraded ar Havre
de  Grace.  Susguehanna  Muscuinr s
Iocated in the restored, two-story lock
house, open to the pubfic Sunday after-
haans at no charge. Musaim suppartens
recently Duwilt an exact replica of an ofd
canal swirig-hridye there,
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