
  

 

From the President 
                  by David G. Barber 

   Recently, Iôve been researching 

Floridaôs canals, despite the fact 

that the only part of Florida I have 

been to is the panhandle. Doing so 

has caused me to regroup and          

update our index pages. But, it has 

also revealed to me that the overall 

picture really hasnôt been drawn in 

this, a state in which many of our 

members have spent a great deal of 

time.    

 Ignoring the panhandle and just 

considering the peninsula, the entire 

area is rather flat with the high 

point in the center at Orlando. Most 

waterway improvements in Florida 

are about drainage, with navigation 

being a secondary consideration. 

Navigation was more important in 

the late 19th century than it is today 

because roads were few. The big 

problem is that rainfall can be low 

in some years, creating drought 

conditions. In other years,                

especially if hurricanes occur, there 

can be a large surplus.  

 South of Orlando, the drainage is 

into the Kissimmee Chain of Lakes 

and then down the Kissimmee 

River to Lake Okeechobee. From 

that shallow lake, there is flow (and 

navigation) to east and west, but 

more especially south to the Gulf of 

Florida. The southward flow is the 

shallow, but very wide ñRiver of 

Grassò known as the Everglades. 

Mankindôs attempts to live in and 

control this area have caused all 

sorts of problems. In the 1960s and 

70s, the Kissimmee River was 

straightened with seven locks and 

dams to promote drainage. This had 

a severely negative environmental 

effect, and a new project is            

underway to reverse the central 

portion of the original straight-

ening. The restoration has           

already removed one of the locks 

and a second will follow. The 

river will remain navigable, 

though curvy in the center            

section. Project completion is 

scheduled for 2011.     

 East of Lake Okeechobee, the 

St. Lucie Canal is navigable to 

the ocean. This canal now has 

two locks plus remains of earlier 

locks. To the southeast are other 

canals now used only for              

drainage, but there are remains 

of locks from earlier days. West 

of the lake, the Caloosahatchee 

River leads to the gulf with three 

locks.   

 North of Orlando, information 

is more obscure. Here, drainage 

is generally northward with the 
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The five-lock combine on the Glens Falls Feeder Canal. The water is feeding the Champlain 

Canal, as it has done since 1823. Photo by Jakob Franke. See story on page five. 
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  After a trip on the narrow-gauge 

Welshpool & Llanfair Railway, 

we reboarded the bus to travel a 

short distance to the Montgomery 

Canal, whose restoration is             

continuing and on which boats can 

navigate over certain segments. 

  The Montgomery Canal, as            

originally built, ran from Frankton 

in England, its junction point with 

the Llangollen Canal which we 

would later be traveling over, to 

Newtown in Wales, a distance of 

35 miles; hence, itôs a cross border 

waterway. Like the Huddersfield 

and most other British canals, it  
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has narrow seven-foot-wide locks, 

a total of twenty-five. Use of this 

dimension was, naturally, a cost 

saving measure. Construction          

began in stages, starting in 1796. 

In 1850 it was bought out by the 

larger and still profitable             

Shropshire Union Canal, which in 

turn was purchased by the London 

& Northwestern Railway. Its            

narrow vessels, many built        

locally, transported coal, lime, 

lumber, and corn. For a time,             

passengers were carried in packet 

boats, but once a parallel railway 

was finished, people took the 

train, which was much faster. 

Traffic on the Montgomery Canal 

finally ceased in 1936 following a 

minor breach of its embankment 

that wasnôt repaired. For thirty-

two years the waterless ditch         

remained a scar on the Welsh 

landscape and in certain places 

was filled in. In 1968, however, 

efforts were begun to bring it back 

into active usage.  

  As of now, three disconnected 

segments of the Montgomery          

Canal are filled with water and 

operable. In Welshpool itself, 

the basin is restored, and narrow 

boats can navigate for several 

miles in each direction. The           

waterwayôs extreme northern 

end at Frankton is likewise            

navigable for about five miles. 

Here a three-lock flight or            

staircase has been reconstructed. 

Thus vessels can swing off the 

Llangollen Canal and enter the 

Montgomery. Eventually, they 

will be able to reach Welshpool.       

    Our  g roup met  w i th            

Michael Limbrey, a member of 

the Montgomery Waterway  

Restoration Trust, who provided 

a history of the Montgomery  

Canal and outlined the exciting 

plans for its future. He looks  

forward to the day when the 

Welshpool basin is filled with 

narrow boats from all over          

Britain. Among other things, this 

will bring business to the town. 

The year 2000 map I have of the 

English canal network shows the 

Montgomery Canal ,  but               

indicates that itôs still           

abandoned.            

    Several excellent articles in 

Waterways World magazine have 

documented the story of the            

restoration of this and other inland 

wa t e rwa ys  s u ch  as  t h e               

Huddersfield Narrow. 

   Our vacation was now more 

than half over, but we still had 

much to see and do. Earlier in the 

trip we had traveled over the   

Llangollen Canal northward from 

the Wrenbury Mill hire base to 

Hurlston Junction, where it meets 

the Shropshire Union Canal. This 

we took to Chester, passing 

through its fourteen-foot-wide 

locks. Unlike the Llangollen            

Canal and most others in Britain 

that have narrow seven-foot locks, 

the ñShroppieò has double-size 

ones, enabling two narrow boats 

such as ours to lock through           

simultaneously. It was a very           

important waterway, a main line 

canal, and thus featured wide 

locks for greater capacity. But 

now we were going in the             

opposite direction, south into 

Wales as far as the canalôs end at 

Llangollen. Hence, we had            

navigated over the entire forty-six

-mile length of this narrow lock 

canal, begun in 1791 and             

completed in 1806.  

    As stated earlier, initially it was 

not a waterway meant for              

navigation; its purpose was to 

bring water from the River Dee at 

Llangollen to Hurlston where it 

was fed into the ñShroppie.ò Only 

later, in the 1830s, was it               

converted into a navigable                

waterway through the addition of 

locks. Itôs considered one of the 

most beautiful, scenic, and               

interesting canals of Britain, 

crossing the border at Chirk from 

England into Wales. It includes 

two tunnels and two aqueducts, 

and many lift bridges that must be 

cranked open. Itôs a favorite of 

A restored freight boat passes through the locks at Frankton and enters the restored  five

-mile section of the Montgomery Canal.   Photo by Bruce Russell  


